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HISTORICAL ESSAY 


| TOUCHING - 
Gentral Councils, Creeds, and Impoſitions in Religion. 


"W\HE Chriſtian Religion, as firſt Inſtituted by our Bleſſ:d Saviour, 

was the greateſt ſecurity to Magiſtrates: by the Obedience which it 
- A. taught, and was fitted to enjoy no leſs ſecurity under them- by a 
| Practice conformable to that DoCtrine. For our Saviour himſelf, not pre- 
tending to-an Earthly Kingdom, took ſuch care therefore to inſtruCt his Fol- 
lowers in the due Subje&tion to Governors ; that, while they obſerved his 
Precepts, they could neither fall under any Jealouſy of State as an ambitious 
and dangerous Party, nor,as Malefactors upon any other account, deſerye to 
fuffer under the/Publick Severity : So that in this only it could ſeem perni- 
cions'to Government, that Chriſtianity, if rightly exerciſed upon ity-own 
Principles, would render all Magiſtracy uſeleſs. . But although he, who'was 
Lord of all, and to whom all Power was given both m Heaven in Earth, was 


neverthgleſs contented to come in the form of a Servant, and to let the Em-' 


and Princes of the World alone with the uſe of their Dominions ; he 
thought it good reaſon to retain his Religion under his own cognizance, 
and exempt its Authority from their Juriſdiction. In this alone he was im- 
perious, and did not only prattiſe it himſelf againſt the Laws and Cuſtoms 
then received, and in the face of the Magiltrate z but continually ſeaſoned 
and hardened his Diſciples in the ſame confidence and obſtinacy. He tells 


them, They ſhall be brought before Kings and Governours for bis Name, but fear 


them not, he will be with them, bear them out, and juſtify it againſt all Op- 
poſition. - - Nor that he allowed them hereby to vio'/ate their Duty to the 
Publick,by any reliſtance in defiance of the Magiſtracy ; but he inſtructed and 
animated them in their Duty to God, in deſpight of Suffering. 

In this manner Chriſtianity did at firſt ſet out, and acco ingly found re- 
ception.' For although our Blelled Saviour, _ fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, 
and thetime of his Miniſtry being compleared, did by his Death ſet the Seal 
to his Doctrine, and ſhew the way toward Life and Immortality to ſuch Be- 
lievers as imitate his Example : yet did not the Heathen Magiſtrate take the 
Government to be concerned in Point of Religion, or upon that account con- 
ſent to his Execution. Pontz« Pilate, then Governour of Fadea, though he 
were a Man unjuſt and cruel by Nature, and ſerved Tiberimthe moſt tender, 
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(4) | 
jealous and ſevere 1n point of State or Prerogative, of all the Roman Empe- 
rors; though-heunderftoodthatgreat multicudes followed him;zand that he 
was grown the Head of a new Sect that was never before heard of in the Na- 
tion, yet did not he intermeddle. Bat they were the Men of Religion, the 
chief Prieſts, Scribes and Elders, and the High Prieſt Caiphas. _And. yet, 


altho they accuſed-him falily, That he taught that. Tribute was: not to be \ginen 
ro Ceſar, that he was a Fifth Monarch, and made himſelf a King, and (as it is 
uſual for ſome of the Clergy to terrify the inferior Magiſtrates out of their 
nury to Juſtice,out of pretence of Loyalty to the Prince) threatned Plate,that 
5f he let that Marr go be was not Czſar?s Friend; he underſtanding that they did 
zt out of * Envy, and that the' Juſtice and Innocence of our Saviour was what 
they could not bear with, would have adventured all their Informing at 
Court, and firſt have freed him, and then have-exchanged him for Barr abs ; 
ſaying, that he- fond no- fault in him: but be was.overbornatlaſtby humane 
weakneſs, and poorly imagined that by wafhing his own hands he had expia- 
ted himſelf, and wiped off the Guilt upon thoſe alonewho: were the occaſion. 
But, as for Teberis himſelf, the:growth/ of- Chriſtianity did never increaſe: 
his cares of Empire atiRome, nor trouble his fleep at. Capree - but: he both ap- 
proved of: the Doftrine, and threatned the Informers with. Death 3 nor 
would have ftaid there; but attempted; according to the, way. of; their Super- 
ſtition, upen the intelligence from. Plate,: to: have received-Chriff inta the 
namber of: their Deities: - The Perſecution of the Apoltles after his Death,and 
Martyrdom of Srepbers, happened notby theinterpoſing of the Civil —_— 
inthe Matter of Religion,or any Diſturbance eccaſioned by thetr ines.: 
but aroſe from the: High Prieſt and. his Emiſfaries, by ſuborned Witneſſes, 
ſtirring vpÞtheRabble 1na brutiſh and riozous manner to execute their crueity. 
How: would :the-madern Clergy have taken and repreſented it;had they lived 
inthe-time! of S. Fohn Baptiſt, and ſeen Jeruſalem, Fudea,' ard alt the; Region 
reaud about Jordan go ont robe baptized by bim! Yet that Herad, for any thing; 
we read in Scripture, though. he wanted not his Inſtillers, apprehended na 
Commotion:: and had not Caligula baniſhed him and his Heroes together, 
might mallappearancehave lived without any:change of Governmenc. 'Twas 
ſhe that cauled 7obn's impriſonment for the conveniencpof her Inceſt.) Hered 
indeed feared him, but rather reverenced him, . 4 47#/#'Mdax, and' an holy, ob- 
ſerved him;and when be heard him;fe did maxy things and heard bien gladly.” Nor 
could all her ſubtilty have taken off his Head, but that Herod thought himſelf 
under the obligation of a Dance and an Oath, and knew not in that Caſe they 
ought both to be diſpenſed with. But he was exceeding ſorry at bis death, which 
few. Princes are if Men lized to their jealouſy or davger. The killing) of 
Fames, and imprifonment of Peter by that Herod, was becauſe he ſaw heipleaſed 
rbe  pcople, when the Prieſts had once ſet them on madding : a Complaifance 
to which the moſt Innocem may be expoſed, but which partake more of 
Guile than Civility or Wiſdom. | 
But to find out what the diſintereſled and prudent Men of thoſe days took 
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Paul the labour of a defence, : and-told them, 1f iq, were s Matter of | wrong of 
ked lewaneſs, reaſon would that he ſhon/d bear with them, but f it be a aucfich 


i ment Scat beat: (oooh 

| the Acow 5a ns dgment 
r Doctrine AcTICE, 

thing-out of the Napiltrare 

Province and aj{together-unreaſonablg.Thethird Caſe was no leſs remarkable: 

For one Demerrins,that was a Silverſmith by Trade,& madeShrines for Diang, 

ſtirred up-ath ihe Freemen of: his Company againſt Paw. ag indeed he [tated 

the Matter very fairly and-hongſtly,afligaipg the true Reaſon of moſt of theſe 

Perſecutions & Ye kyow that by this Crafe ws, bave our. Wealth, but-that by Paul's 

Preaching that they be uo Gods which are mage with hands, not only owr Craft u us 

danger to be ſet ar nought, but alſo the Temple of the: great Goddeſs ard ber Magni- 

feence,, whom: all Aſia and the: World | worſbip, ſhould be deſpiſed and. deſtroyed. . 

And ivis conſiderable, that eyen the. Fews, tho of a contrary Religion, yer | 

fomentad,/as it uſually chances, this difference, and B20 the Epheſians on 

againſt rhe-Apoltle and bis followers But when they had-brought Mexarder, = 

one of Paul's Companions, into the T heatre, the Recorder of Epheſ34 4 more : 

temperate and wiſe than ſome would. have been in that Othce)would not make 

an Ingquiſitzon upon the matter, nor. put Alexayder pon. bis trial and defence, 

but -Calcho-he himſelf could not-haye bora that Ofice without being a great . 
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Dianift,as he declared too in his diſcourſe) he tells the Peop'e, They had brony be 
thoſe Rory, were neither robbers of Churches.nor bleff Nous 6 fheis G #+:2 
(for that Judg wot not'condemnn "Men by any Inferences or Expoſitions bf 
old Statutes, which long after' was Fnlran's | agree. om ſinceimitated); and 
therefore if Demetrius and his Craftſmen had any matter againſt them, the Law 
was open, and it ſhould be determined in a lawful Aſſembly ; but that the whole 
City was in danger to be called in queſtion for. that Uproar, there being no canſe 
whereby they might give account of that concourſe. And by this he plainly enough 
ſignified, that if Paul and his Companions had ſtoIn the Church Plate, they 
might well be Indifted;but that Demerriu had no more reaſon in Law againlt 
them, than a Chandler might have had, it by PaxPs preaching Wax Tapers 


. as well as Silyer Candleſticks had grown out of faſhion. That it is matter 


of Right and Wrong, betwixt Man and Man, that the Juſtice of Government 
looks too : but that, while Chriſtjanity was according to its own Principle 


. carried on quierly, it might ſo fall that the diſturbers of it were gui'ty of a 


Riot,and their great City of Epheſm deſerved to be fined for it.” And taking 
this to have been ſo, he diſmiſt the Aſſembly, As 19. 4 

After theſe Teſtimonies which | have collefted out of the Hiſtory of the 
Aﬀs, as of greateſt Authority, I ſhall only add one or two more out of the 
ſame Book,whereia Paallikewife was concerned before Heathen Magiltrates: 


of greater eminence, Aﬀs 23, Anania the High Prieſt ( theſe always wete' 


the Men) having countenanced and inſtigated the Fews to a' Conſpiracy, in- 
which Paul's life was endangered and aimed at 3 Ly/ias the chief Captain of 
Fernſaleminterpoles and ſends him away to Fel:x then Governor of Fudea ; 
ſiznitying by Letter, That he had ben arcuſed only of Dneſtions of their Law, but. 
he found nothing to be laid to his Charge worthy of Death -or of Bonds'z 
whereof Fel:x alſo, tho the High Prieſt was ſo zealous in” the proſecution, 
that he took a Journey on purpoſe;' and had inſtruted an exquiſite Orator 
Tertxllzs to harangue Paul out of his Life;'as a peſt:lent Fellom, a mover of Se- 
dition.and a Ring-leader of the Seit of the Nazarenes,not omitting even toctrarge 
Lyſias for reſcuing him by great violence from being murdered by them, was ſo 
well ſatisfied of the contrary,upon full hearing, that he' gave him his liberty, 
and a Centurion for his'gnard, with command that none of his Acquaintance ſhould 
'be debarred from coming and miniſtring to him, ' 'But being indeed to leave his 
Government afterwards, left him m Priſon, partly to ſhew the Fews and 
their High Pricſt another piece of complaifant poiicy, which, 'tis poſlible 
they paid well for, ſeeing the other Reaſon was, becauſe tho he had ſens 
for Paul the oftner, and communed with him, in hopes that he would bave given 
him Mony ro be diſcharged, there came nothing of it. Which was ſo baſe a 
thing in ſo great a Miniſter, that the meanelt Juſtice of the Peace in England 
would ſcarce have the face to do ſo upon the like occaſion. But his Succeſlor 
Feſtus, having called -Agrippa and Bernice to hear the Cauſe, they all three 
were of opinion, that it was all on the Jews ſide calumny and impertinence, 
but that Pas! had done nothing worthy of Death or of. Bonds, and might bave been 
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Jet. freeghus that having appealed ro Cziar,he muſt be tranſitted to him ir ſafe 
ody. Such was the tence of thoſe upon whom the Emperors then relied 
for the Government and:-fecurity of their Provinces : and ſogrofs were their 
Heathen naderitandings, that they could-not yet comprehend how Quietnels 


was Sedition, or. the innocence of the Chriltian Worſhip could -be ſubject to 


Forfeiture or Penalty; Nay; when Paul apprared even before Nero himſelf, 
and had none to ſtandby himgbut all for ſook him he was by that Emperor acquit- 
ted, and permitted a long time to foilow the work of his-Muuitry: [Tis 'rrae, 

thataiterward + this Nero had the honour:tobe the tir ft of the Kowan Emperors 
that, pzrſecured Chrittjanity., whence tis. that cTortullcarr in his Apologetick. 
faith 3 We glory in having fuch arone the fot beginner and Author of our Puniſh- 

ment, for there 1s none that bath read of bim, but-muſt underſtand ſome great good 
to bave been in that Dodring, otherwiſe Nevo would xot have condemned it. 

_. And: thenceforward Chriſtianity for about three bundred Years lay ſubject 

to Þerfecurion, For, the Gents/e Prieſts:eould not bit obſerve a great decay in 

their Pariſhss, 2 negleft of their Sacrifices, and-diminution of: their Profits by 

the daily and viſible increaſe of that Religion. And God in hi3 wiſe Providence 
had fa ordered;that,as the Jews already,ſo the Heathens now having filled up 

their, meaſure with iniquity, Sprinkling. the Blood of his Saints among their Sa- 

crificer, and-the.Chriltians having in a ſcyere Apprentiſhip of fo many Azes 

Jearngd the T rade.of Suffering, they ſhould-at laſt be their own Maſters and 

admitted'totheir.Freedoan, Neither yet, even in thoſe titnes when they lay 

expoſed.to Perſecution, were they without ſome Intervals and catching ſea- 

Jons of Tranquillity, wherein the Churches had leiſure to reap conſiderable 
advantage, and the Clergy too might. have been inured, as they had been 

y under Affliction, fo to bear themſelves like Chriſtians when they 


arrive ata full proſperity. For as oft as'there came a' jult Heathen Em- - 


r and a lover of mankind, .thateither himſelf obſerved, or underſtood 

y the Governours of his Provinces,the innocence of their Religion and Pra- 
Ctices, their readineſs to pay Tribure,their Prayers for his Government and 
Perſon, their faithful Service in his Wars, but their Chriſtian valour and 
contumacy to'Death,under the moſt exquiſite Torments, tor their holy Pro- 
feſſion ;. he forthwith relented, he rebated the Sword of the Executioner, 
and cquld not find in his heart orin ——_— to exerciſe it againſt the exer- 
ciſe of that Religion. It being demonſtrable that a Religion inſtituted upon 


——— 


Juſtice betwixt Man and Man ; love to one another, yea even their Enemies, - 


Obedience to the ogy ſtrate in all Humane and Moral Matters,and in Divine 
Worſtup upon a conſtant exerciſe thereof, and as conſtant Suffering in that 


Cauſe, without any pretence or latitude for reſiſtance, .cannot, ſo long as itis + 
true to it {elf 1a theſe-things, fall within the Magiſtrate's Juriſdiction. 

But as it firſt was planted without the Magiſtrates hand,and the more they 
plucked at it,ſo much the more ſtill it flouriſhed, ſo-it will be to the. end of the 
world,and whenſoever Goyernors have a migd to by for it,it will by the ſame 


they have a mind to pull | 
_ op. 


Means and method ſoonegar later ſpoil them,but. 
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up that Mandtake, it wereadvifable for-then» not to do-it themſelves;but:to 


chuſc-outa Dog forthe 11 ent,” | confeſs whenſoever x Chrilt ian tranf- 
3 theſe boynds ance;.he tsantpoundablezor like'a Waifand Srray-whom 
Cbrift khows'/not; he fatisro theLobd:of the! Mammor. Bucotherwiſthe can- 
not ſuffer, be is invulnerable by the ſword of Juſtice : only a Man may-ſweer 
and damn himſelf to kill the firſt honeſt Man he meets, which hath been and is 
the caſe of all true Chriltians worſhipping God under the power and violence 
of their Perſecutors. / O10! 07 21447 ga0k 5 93 14 129 320 ev 
ButtheTruth is, that ever in thoſe times which fome Men now;as oftas it 
is for their advantagezdo: confecrate-under the name'of Primitive;the Chriſtj- 
ans were betome guilty of their own'/puniſhment, 6 had it not been, as is'moſt 
uſual;that the more Sincere Profeſſors ſuffered promiſcuouſty-for the Sins art 
Crimes of thoſe that:were-Carnal and'Hypocrites,  their-Perſecutors niay be 
looked ypon as having becn-the doe Adminiſtrators of God's Juſtice. For (not 
to godeeper if we conſider but tharwhich is reckoned the Tenth Perſectitish 
under Diorleſian, {o-incorrigiblewerethey-after' nite preceding, what other 
could be expetted when, as Buſebiu 1.53; c,1; fadly laments, ' having! related 
how before that the Chriſtians laved 'in great trifh. and reputation in'Court, the 
Biſhops of each Church'were beloved " efteemed and reverenced by ll mankind," and 
by the Preſidentsof the Provinees,” rhe Meet int vin\ all' the (Cot its w0ev6 fomitn 
and as Is vrbat'it was neceſſary and ulloed them''to eveHi)in 6 ſpa- 
Ci0:44 4d god'y Churthes' ;" all things (went a/proſfeveufly: with| thin \afd + 
Jach anithelghd; abet-x0 29v5anc" ts (tiand 64 wh Wor, 10” DION CO DAIORA 
them, along aowatking yet 'worthy'of' thoſe | Mercies they" were| iinder the ©: 
mightys'care and Protection: "after that 'onr Affairs "by that't0d" mubl E] 


degenerated imt6'\ Luxaty| and Turin fs,-d1d' ſomg'proſecuted> other "with" 
ered >= um + own _— of ments 1fehues with - 
of rhe Tong uri. il Latgnape., mining; Biſhops 'ſtt apo 1) andthe | 
Cape re aninft them, Jeirved Sealinidn againſt ivhe Paoþl oof another ns wtf 
rible Hypecriſie "and 'Diſſumnlation. fprang” up to the 'armiſt' exrveniity of - Matic, 
and the Fudgment of God, while. yer "there ICY epittions, 
did. ſenſibly and by ſteps begin! to ——_— foe (at firſtOd; vi 
ſelf upor-our Brethren rhar were in the' Army. But wi h4vi zo ray, the 
- Hand of Goth, wot endeavonti To make uh" Pract with Þimi,' wid living ' as if we 
believed that God did'\ntitherrake notice of "vv Trasdreſiine, wt wnld viſit bes 
for them, 'we' heaped up Iniquity wpon Iniquity. « 11d thoſe whith'ſeemed "to 'Þe 
our Paſtors, kickinguinder-foot the Rules of |Pitty, ire wnflamid-aimiing' then: 
| ſelves' mith mutual Contemion, and while? they nindiaÞ nothivg aſe” bir ro" x. 
apgeratt theit -Quarrels, Threats, "Emulatiin, Hatrvd' udd \ Enmities, nd tar- 
neſtly-each of ' them Pur ſived ' bis particul ut LAmbit391 'in-- T'yv unnical" Mamner, 
ther indeed the Lord," then I ſay, accoriting to the Voite 'of *the Prophet Jeremy, 
he revered the Dawgheer of -Sion with a cloud 5H his" atiger, / and-vaft *down from 
. Heaven 'to Barthcthe beauty of Urael, and rehemiberd 'nor- bij" foorſtook in the 
ly of he dngers! A eco Inflontn pakkehallyPors/on; and de- 
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plorcs the Calamities that inſued, to the loſs of all that ſtock of Reputation, 
Adyantage;Liberty and Safety,which.Chriilian people had by true Piety,and 
adhering itriAly to the Rules ot their Projeiiion tormerly acquired &injoyed, 
but: had now forfeited, and ſmartly and delervediy ſuffered under TÞolefpar'y 
perſecution. And it was « ſevere one, the longeſt £20 that ever happened, ten 
Years from his beginning of 1:, and continued by others : by which tinte one 
might haye thought the Church would;have beey fuſhciently winnowed;, and 
nothing. left but the pure Whear, whereas it/proved quite.contrary, and the 
kolieſt and molt conſtant of the Chriltiaus being, blown away'by Martyrdom, 
it ſeed by the ſucceeding times, as if notbing but the ChafFand the Taxes 
has remained;  But:there was yer ſychia Secd left 3 and notwithſtanding the 
fection of many, ſo internal 2 vertne ia the Religion-it felf, that ;Dicc/eſran 
could no longer ſtand againſt it, and tired out in-gwo Years time, was. glad to 
berake himſelf from rooting out Ghriſtianity, : 29 gardening,and-to ſow-Pot- 
herbs at Salona. {And be with his Partner D4avimiawe,rctigntd the Empire to 
Galerie ard. Conſtantin, theexcelient!Father of a more!glorious and Chriſtian 
Son, Conſt emwne.the Great, who in.due'lealon fycceedetd him, andby a chain 
of God”s extragrdinry-providence, ſeemed 20 haye becn let down from Hea 
ven to be the Emperor of the whole)World,-and ay1 may fay, the Univerſal 
Apoltle of; Qhriitianiny:!, ets Wes a0 et to 1808 b0'tresn nol nod wv il 
. - It.is nnexpreſhiblethe Vertue af/that Prince, his Care,-his Indulgence, biz 
Liberality, his own Example, every thing that could poſſibly tend to the pro- 
motion and incouragemeut of true-Religion and Piety,. And in order to that 
he thought he could not do better, neither inde: could{he, thento ſhew a pe- 
culiar;reſpect to the Clergy, and Biſhops, providing: largely: for their ſubs 
iſtence, ;had they too on their parthehayed themſelves worthy of their High 
Calling, and known-to make right uſe of the advantagesof his Bounty to the 
ſame ends that they were by him intended, For if the Apoſtle, 1 :7im:5, 19.res 
quires that an Elder,provided he rule well,be:accouned worthy of Dowble Honour ; 
e/pecially thoſe who labour in the Word and Dottrine, it excludes not a Decu+ 
ple or any. further. proportion, and indeedthere cannot too higha yalue/be ſer 
upon ſuch a Perſon : and God forbid toochat any meaſure of wealth ſhould 
render a Clexgy-man.uncanonical.,| But alas;Biſhaps were already grownano. 
ther Name and Thing, than atthe-Apoſttes-Inftiturion ;- and had. fo altered 
the property» that, Paul would haye had: much, difficulty by all the marks in 
the 1 Tim, 3. to kaveknown them. They were ill enough under Perſecution 
many of them, but that Jong and ſharp Winter under Digcleſsan, being ſe> 
conded/by iſo. warm a Summer' under Conſtantine;produced a Peſtilence,which 
as an Infection; that ſeizes ſametimes only one; fort; of - Cattsl, diffuſed it ſelf 


moſt remarkably thorow the whole body of the Clergy. From hisreign the 


moit ſober Hiſtorians date thatNew Diſeaſe which.was ſo generally propaga» 
ted then,and ever ſince tranſmitted, to ſome of their Succellors, that it hath 
given reaſon to enquire whether it 9aly-happened to thoſe-Men as it.might to 
or hers, or Were POLbergagto! de menguhuncſinn: Itihew'd itfelf firſt ine Aut 
4 nab; 4 ; ition, 
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bition, then in Qontention, next -in-Impoſition, and after theſe Symptoms 
broke out at laſt like a Plague-Sore inopen Perſzcution. They the Biſhops who 
beganto vouch themſelves the Succeſlors of Chriſt, or at leaſt of his Apoſtles, 
yet pretended to be Heirs and Executors of the Fewiſh High Priefts, and the 
Heathen Tyrants,and were ready toprove thc Will. Thelgnorant Fews and 
Infidels underſtood not how to Perſecute,had no Commiſſion to 'meddle with 
Religion, but the Biſhops had ſtudied the Scriptures, knew better things, and 
the ſame,which was Cruelty and Tyranny in the Heathens,if doneby a Chri- 
ſtian and Eccleliaſtical hand, was allowed tobe Church-government,and the 
careof a Dioceſs. But that I may not ſeem to ſpeak without book,or out-run 
the Hiſtory, I ſhall return to proceed by thols degree I newly mention'd, 


whereby the Chriſtian Religion was uſurped upon,and thoſe things became 
their crime which were their duties. | 


- The firſt wasthe Ambition of -the Biſhops,which had even before'this,taken 
its riſe,when in the intervals of the former: Perſecutionsthe Piety of the Chri- 
ſtians had laid out ample proviſions for the Church; but when Conſtantine not 

only reſtored thoſe which had been all confiſcate under Dvocleſian, but was 
every day adding ſome new Poſlefſion,Priviledge, or Honour, a Biſhoprick be- 
came very deſirable, and was not:only a Good Work, but a good Thing, eſpe- 

cially when there was nodanger of paying as it was uſual,formerly their Firſt- 
fruits to the Emperor by Martyrdom. - The Arts by which Ambition climes, 
are Calumny, Cruelty, Bribery, Adulation, all applied in their proper places 
and ſeaſons ; and when the Man hath attained his end, he ordinarily ſhows 
himſelf then in his colours, in Pride,Opiniaſtry, Contention,and all other re- 
quiſit or incident il] Qualities. And if the Clergy of thoſe times had ſome 
more dextrous and innocent way than this of managing their Ambition,jrt is 
to be lamented inter Artes Deperditas, or lies enviouſly hid by ſome muſty 
Book-worm in his private Library. - But ſo much I find, that both before,and 
then,and after,thcy caſt ſuch Crimes at one another, that a Man would ſcarce 
think he were reading an Hiſtory of Biſhops,but a Legend of Devils:and each 
took ſuch care to blacken his adverſary,that heregarded not how he ſmutted 
himſelf thereby, and his own Order, to the laughter or horror -of the By-ſtan- 
ders. And one thing I remark particularly,that as Son of a Fhore is the mo- 
dern Word of Reproach among the Laity, of th: ſame uſe then among the 

Clergy was Heretick, Therewere indeed Hereticks as well as there are Ba- 

ſtards,and perhaps it was not their fauk,(neither of 'em could help it) but the 

Mothers or the Fathers; but they made ſo many Hereticks in thoſe days;that 

tis hard to think they really believ'd them ſo,but adventur?d the Name only 

to pick a Quarrel. And one thing that makes it very ſuſpicious, is, that in 

Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory,the Ringleader of any Hereſy is for the moſt part accuſed 

of having a mind to be a Biſhop,though ir wasnot the way to come to it. As 

there was the damnable Hereſie of the Novatians, againſt which Conſtantine, 
notwithſtanding hiz Declaration of general Indulgence at. his coming in, was 
ſhortly after ſo incenſed, that he publiſhed a moſt ſevere Proclamation a- 


C 11.) 
gainſt them; Copnoſcite jam per legem hanc que A me ſancna ejt,0 Novatians,&c. 
prohibiting all their Meetings, not-only m publick, but in their own Private | 
Houſes ; and that all fuch P.aces where they aſſembled for their Worſhip, q | 
ſhould beraſed to the ground without delay or controverſy, &'c. Ef. |. ;. 4 | 
C. 6. de vita Conſtantini. Now the Story the Biſhops tell of Novatw the Au- : 
thor of that Set.Exſeb.5.1.6.c.42. is in the words of Cornetius the Bp of Roe, | 
the very firſt line ; But that you may know that this brave Novatus aid even before 
that affett to be a Biſhop, (a great Crime in him) that be might conceal that pe- | 
tulant Ambition.he for a better cover to his Arrogance,had got ſome Confeſſors mts x | 
his Society, &c. and gocs on calling Him all to nought ; vie chen (faith he) be | 
came with two Reprobates of his own Hereſy mto a litele, the very leaſt Shire of [taly; L | 
and by their means ſeduced three moſt ſimple high-ſhoon Biſhops, wheedling them 
that they muſt with all ſpeed go to Rome, and there meeting with other Biſhops, all 8 
Matters ſhowld- be reconciled. And when he had got thither theſe three filly Fel- 
lows, as I ſaid, that were not aware of lis cunning, he had prepared a company of 
Rogues, like himſelf, that treated them'in a private Room very freely, and having 
thwack'd their bellies and heads full with meat and drink, compell the poor drun- 
ken Biſhops,by an imaginary and vain Impoſition of Hands, to makg Novatus alſo 4 
Biſhop.'. Might not one of the ſame Order now better have conceal'd theſe 
things, had they been true? but ſuch was the diſcretion. Then he telk, that 
/ br. the three returned ſoon after, repenting it ſeems next morning, and ſo he 
receiv d him ag asn into the Church,unto the Laick Communion. But for the other 
two, he liad ſent Succeſlors into their places. And yet after all this ado, and 
| the whetting of Conſtantine, contrary to his own Nature, and his own Decla- 
| rations againſt the Novatians, I cannot find their Hereſy to have been other, L 
than that they werg the Puritans of thoſe times, and a ſort of Non-conformiſts, ; 
that could have ſubſcribed to the Six and thirty Articles, but differed only in { 
thoſe of Diſcipline : and npon ſome Enormities therein ſeparated,and (which ; 
will always be ſufficient toqualify an Heretick) they inſtituted Biſhops of their | 
- own in moſt places. And yet afterwards, in the time of the beſt Homoonuſiar 4 
"Emperors, a ſober and ſtritly Religious People did ſo conſtantly adhere to 7 
them, that the _y of the Church too found meet to give them fair quar- : 
| ter; for as much as they differ'd not in the Fundamentals, and therefore were of uſe 
fothem againſt Hereticks that were more dangerous and diametrically oppoſite ts the 
Religion. Nay inſomuch, that even the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, yea of Rome, 
notwithſtanding that moſt tender Point and Intereſt of, Epiſcopacy, ſuffered 
the Nevarian Biſhops to walk cheek, by joul with them in their own Diocels ; 
until that, as Soer. 1. 7. c. 11. theRoman Epuſcopacy having, as it were, paſſed 
the boands of Prieſthood, ſlip®d into a Secular Principality, and thenceforward the 
Roman Buſbops would not ſuffer their Meetings with Security ;, but, though they 
commended them for their conſent in the ſame Faith with them, yet took. away all 
their Eftates. But at Conſtantinople they continued to far? better, the Biſhops 
of that Church embracing the Novatians,and giving them free liberty to keep their 
Convemicles in their Churches, What, and to haye their Biſhops too, Altar 
4 | | ; B 2 againſt 
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azainſt Altar ? A Condeſcenſion, which as our Nonconformiſts ſeem not to 
defire-or think of, ſo the Wiſdom of theſe time; would, 1 ſuppoſe, judg to be 
very unreaſonable, but rather- that it were fit to take the other courſez. and 
tht; whatſoever Advantage the Religion might pany 4 receive.from their 
Dolrins & Party, "tis better to ſuppreſs them,and make havock both of their 
Fit2tes and erſons. But however, the Hereticks in Conftantine?s time had the 
1-15 £24101 £5 complain of ill Meaſure, ſfeting it was that the Biſhops meted 
by amo"g themſelyes. I paſs over that Controverſy, betwixt Cecihanm the 
Bilpop of Carthage; 8nd his Adherents, with another ſet of Bilhops there in 
A114; wpon which, Conſtantine ordered ten'of each Party to appear before 
11::44:; hn Biſhop of Rome, and others, £0 hays it decided. Yet after they 
had given Sznteiice, Conjtartine found it necellary to have a Council for are- 
view of the Bulineſs, as in his Letter to Creſtz4 the Bilhop of Syracuſe, Euſeb. 
1.19. C.6.» Whereas ſeveral have formerly ſeparated. from the Cathalick Hereſy, 
(tor that word wasat yet ſo ill natared, - but that it might fometimes be uſed 
inits proper and good ſenſe); and then.relates his Commillton.to.the Biſhop 
of Komeand others ; But foraſmuch as A ny been careleſs of their own Sat. 
vation,and forgetting the reverence due to that,moſt haly Hereſy,(again)will nor yor 
lay down their enmity, nor admit the Sentence that bath bin ſe rap 1 oxanrage en 
wg, that they were but a few that pronounced the Sentence, and that they did, jt 
very precipitately, before they had duly enquired of the iAatter.; and from. thence 
it hath happened; that both they who ought 004 Nepo brotherly. and. unanimous 
agreement together., «do abominably and flagitivuſly aſſent from one anather ; and 
tte mhoſe Minds are alienated from the moſt boly Religion, "dv make a mockgry 
boih of it and them. Therefore 1, &c, have commandex uy many, Biſhops, 
out of innumerable places, to meet: at | Arics, that mhat ought 19'; have beew 
queered npon. the former Semence  prouguneed,' may now. a leaſt be' determis 
nid, &c. and you to be one of them. aud therefore 1 have ordered the, Prefet 
of Sicily eo furniſh you with one of the publick, Stage-Coaches, and fo many Ser« 
Vants, &c. - . ; y l 
Such was the uſe then of Stage-Coaches, Polt-Horſes, and: Councils, to the 
great diſappointment and grievance.of the manys. voh Meng Horlgs,and 
Leaiber being Hackney,jaded,and worn out uponthe Errand of ſomeconten- 
tious-and obſtinate Biſhop. So went the Aﬀairs hitherto,aadtims well diſpor 
ſed aud prepared were the Biſhops to receiyethe; Holy Ghoſt a ſecond time, 
at the great and firit general Council of Vice, which is ſo much celebrated. . 
The occafions of calling it wer two. The firſt a molt important. Queſtion, 
in whichthe Wit and Piety of their Predeceſlors, and now theirs: ſuceeſlively 
kad been much exerciſed and taken up : that was:upon what day they ought 


to keep Eafterrz.-which tho it were no Point of Faith that it /hould be kept at 
all, yet the very-Calendary of it, was controvyertcd with the ſame zeal, and 
made as heavy. ado in the Church, as if both Parties had been Hereticks. And 
it is reckon'd by the Church Hiſtotians,as ove of the chief telicities of Conſt an» 
rinc*s Empire, to have quieted in. that Council this main ——— The 

| | econd 
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{ſecond cauſe of the aſſembling them here, was indeed grown, as the Biſhops 
had order?d'it, a Matter of the greateſt weight and conſequence to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion ; one Arrins having, as is related, to the diſturbance of the 
Church,ſtarted a moſt pernicious Opinion inthe Point of the Trinity. There- 
fore from all partsof the Empire, they met together at the City of Mice, 
250 Biſhops, and b2tter, faith Ey/eb+, a goodly company ; 318 ſay others; 
and the Animadverter too, with that pithy Remark, Pag. 23. Equal almoſt 
fro the number of Serudnts bred up im the- Houſe of Abraham. The Emperor 
had accommodated'/them every where with the publick Poſts, or laid Horſes 
all along for the convenience of ' their Journey thither, and all the time 
they were there, ſupplied them abundantly with all ſorts of Proviſion at his 
own charges. And when they were all firſt allſemb'ed in Council, in the great 
Hall of the [mperial Palace, he @me in, having pur on his beit Clothes, to 
make his Gueſts welcome ; and fluted them with that profound Humility, 
as if-they all had been Emperors, nor would fit down in his Throne ; no, it 
was a very little & low Stool.;till they had all beckoned & made ſigns to him 
to ſit down. No wonder if the firſt Council of Niece run in their Heads ever 
after, and-the ambitious Clergy, like thoſe who have bzen long a-thirſt, 
took ſo much of Conſtantine's Kindneſs, that they are ſcarce come to them- 
ſelves again, after ſo many Ages. The firſt thing was that he acquainted 
them with the Cauſes of his ſummoning them thither,and in a grave and moſt 
Chriſtian Diſcourſe, exhorred them to keep the Peace, or to a good Agreement, 
as there was reaſon. For (ſaith Rnffin. 1. 1. c.2.) the w9 being met here from 
almoſt all parts,and as they uſe to do, bringing their Quarrels about ſeveral matters 
along with them, every one of them was at the Emperor, offering him Petitions, lay- 
ing-out oe anothers Faults, (for allthe good advice he had giventhem) and were 
more intent xpor om 4109s upon the buſineſs they were - ſent for. But he,con- 
fdering that by theſe Scolamgs and Bickerings, the main Affair was fruſtrated, ap- 
pointed a' ſer-day by which all the Biſhops ſhould bring h:m in what ſoever complaint 
they had ag ainſt one another. And they being all brought, he made them that 
high Afiatick, Complement ; God hath maar you Prieſts,and bath given you power 
to judg ne,and therefore it is in you to judg me righteoufly ,, but you camor be judged 
by any Men. It is God only can judg you, and therefore reſerve all yonr quarrels to 
bis Tribimal. For you are as Gons to me,and it is nvt convenient that a Man ſhould 
jndg of Gods,, but he only of whom it is written, God ſtanding in the Congrega- 
tion of the Gods, anddiſcerneth in the midit of them. Ard therefore ſerrmg 


' theſe things aſide, apply your Minds, without any contention, to the concern. - 


ments 'of God's Religion. And ſo, withont openiny or reading one Petition, com- 
manded them altogether to be burnt there in h:s preſence. An Action of great 
Oharity and excellent Wiſdom, had but fome of the words been ſpared. For 
doubtlefs, tho they that would have complained of their burthen, grams 
bled a lirtlez yet thoſe that were accuſable were all very well ſatisfied : and 
thoſe expreſſions, Tow can judy me righteouſly, ard, you cannot be judged by ary 
Min: and, God only can jndg you. Tou are Gods to'me, &c, were foexrreamly 
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fweet to moſt of the Biſhops” Palates, that they beliey'd it, and could neyer 
think of them afterwards, but their Teeth watered ; and they ruminated fo 
long on them, that Conftartine's Succellors came too late to repent it. But 
now the Biſhops having miſt of their great end of quarelling one with another, 
betake themſelves, tho ſomewhat aukwardly, to Buſineſs. And it is neceſ- 
ſary to mine, that as ſhortly as poſſible for the underſtanding of it, I give a 
curſory account of Alexander and Arrius, with ſome few others that were the 
molt intereſled in that general & firſt great Revolutionof Eccleſiaſtical Af airs, 
ſince the days of the Apoſtles. This Alexander was the Biſhopot Alexandria, 
and appears to have been a pious old Man,but not equally prudent,nor in Di- 
vine things of the moſt capable, nor in conducting the Afﬀeairs of the Church 
very dextrous, but he was the Biſhop. This CharaCter that I have given of 
him, I am the more confirn''d in from ſome pallages that follow, and all of 
them pertinent to the matter b:fore me. They were uſed, Sozer. |. 2. c. 16: 
at. Alexandria, to keep yearly a ſolemn Feſtival to the memory of Peter, one 
of their former Biſhops,upon the ſame day that he ſuffered Martyrdom, which 
Alexander having celebrated at the Church, with publick Devotion, was 
ſitting after at home, expecting ſome Gueſts to dine with him, Sexo. 1. 2. 
Cc. 16. As he was alone, and looking towards the Sea-lide, he ſaw a pretty 
way off, the Boys upon the Beach at anodd Recreation, imitating it ſeems 
the Rites of the Church, and Office of the Biſhops ;- and was much delighred 
with the ſght,as long asit appear'd an innocent and harmleſs repreſentation : 
But when he obſerved them at laſt how they aCted, the very adminiſtriation of 
the Sacred Myſteries, he was much troubled; and ſending for ſome of the 
chief of his Clergy,cauſed the Boys to be taken and brought before him. He 
asked them particularly what kind of Sport they had been at, and what the 
Words, and what the Actions were that they had uſed in it. After their fear 
had hindred them a while fromanſwering, and now they were afraid of being _ 
ſilent, they confeſsd that a Lad of their Play-fellows, one Arhanaſ#us, had 
Baptized ſome of them that were not yer initiated to thoſe Sacred Myſteries : 
W hereupon' Alexander inquired the more accurately what the Biſhopof the 
Game had ſaid,and what he did to the Boys he had baptized ; what they alſo 
had anſwered or learned from him. Arlaſt, when Alexander. perceived by 
them, that this Pawn Biſhop had made all his Removes right, and that the 
whole Eccleſiaſtical Order & Rites had beenduly obſerved in their Interlude, 
he by the advice of his Prieſts about him, approved of that Mock-baptiſm, and 
determined that the Boys, being once inthe ſimpliciey of their minds pped in the 
Divine Grace, ought net to be Re-baptized, but he perfected it withthe remain- 
ing Myſteries, which it is only lawful for Prieſts to adminiſter. And then he 
delivered Arhanaſius and thereſt of the Boys that had acted the parts of Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, to their Parents, calling God to wicneſs, that they ſhould 
be Educated inthe Miniſtry of the Church, that they might paſs their lives in 
that Calling which they had choſen by imitation.: But as for Athanaſine, in a 
ſhort while after, 4lcxander took him to live with him, and be his Secretary, 


having 
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having cauſed him to be carefully Educated tn the Schools of the beſt Gram- 
marians and Rhetoricians ;, and he grew, in the opinion of all that ſpoke with 
him, a diſcreet and eloquent perſon, and will give occaſion to be more than 
once mentioned again in this Diſcourſe; I have tranſlated this, 'in a manner, 
word for word from the Author. This good-natured old Biſhop Alexander, 
that was ſo far from Anathcmiling, that he did not ſo much as whip the Boys 
for the Profanation of the Sacrament againſt the Diſcipline of the Church,but 
without more doing, left them, for ought I ſee, at liberty, to regenerate as 
many more Lads upon the next Holy-day, as they thought convenient : He 
Socr, |. 1. C. 3. being a Man that lived an eaſie and gentle life, had one day called 
his Prieſts, and the reſt of his Clergy together, and fell on Philoſophizing divinely 
among them, but ſomething more ſubiih and curiouſly i though I dare ſay he meant 
no harm ) than wa:: uſual, concerning the Holy Trinity. Among the reſt, ore 
Arrizs, a Prieſt too of Alexandria, was there preſent, a Man who is deſcribed 
to have been a good Diſputant ; and others add, (the Capital Accuſations of 
thoſe times ) that he had a mind tq have been a Biſhop,and bore a great pique 
at Alexander, for having been preferr*d before him to the See of Alexandria ; 
but more are lilent of any ſuch matter ; and Sozomn. 1, 1.c. 14, faith,be was in 
great eſteem with his Biſhop. But Arrins, Socr. 1.1. C. 3. hearing his diſcourſe a- 
bout the Holy Trinity, and the Unity in the Trinity, conceiv?d that, as the biſhop 
ſtated ityhe had reaſon to ſuſpeft he was introducing afreſh into the Church,the He- 
reſbe of Sabellius the African,who Fatebatur unum efſe Deum,@& ita in unam efſenti- 
am Trinitatem adducebat ,ut aſſereret nullam eſſe vere ſubjett am propriet atem perſons, 
fed nomina mntars pro eo atque uſus poſcant ut nuncae illo ut patre,nunc ut filiogrunc 
wt ſpirits ſantto diſſeratur : And thereupon.,it ſeems, Arri argued warmly for 
that opinion which was directly contrary to the African, driving the Biſhop 
from one to a ſecond, from a ſecond to a third ſeeming abſurdity, which [ 
ſtudiouſly avoid the relation of; that in all theſc things I may not give occaſion 
for Mens underſtandings to work by their memories,and propagate the ſame 
errors by the ſame means they were firſt occaſion'd. But hereby Arriu« was 
himſelf blamed as the maintain:r of thoſe abſurdities, which heaffixed to the 
Biſhops opinion, as is uſual in the heat and wrangle of Diſputation. Whereas 
T ruth, for the moſt part, lies in the middle, but Men ordinarly ſeek for it in 
the extremities. Nor can I wonder that thoſe ages were fo fertile in what 
they called Hereſies, when being given to m<ddiing with the myſteries of Re- 
ligion, further than humane appreheniion, or divine revelation did or could 
lead them, ſome of the Biſhops were ſo ignorant and groſs, but others ſo ſpe- 
culative, acute, and refining in their conceptions, that there being moreover 
a good fat Biſtoprick to boot in the caſc, it is rather admirable to me how all 
the Clergy fromone end to another,conld eſcape from being,or being accoun- 
ted Hereticks. Alexander hereupong Sox. 1. 1. c. 14. inltead of ſtifling by 
more prudent Methods this new Controverlie, took doubtleſs with a ' very 
good intention, a courſe that hath ſeldom been ſucceſstul : makes himſelf 


judg of that wherein he had firſt been the Party, and calling to ag" 
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others of his Clergy would needs ſit in publick, to have a ſolemn ſet Diſputa- 
tion about the whole Matrer. And while Arrive was at it Tooth and Nail a- 
gainſt his Oppoſers, and the Arguments flew fo thick, that they darkned. the 
Air, and no Man could yet judg which fide ſhould have the Victory; the 
good Biſhop for his part fat hay now hay, neither cou'd tell in his Conſcience 


_ of a long time, which had the better ot it ; but ſometimes he lean'd on one 


ſide, and then on the other, and now encouraged and commended thoſe of 
one Party, and preſently the contrary ; but at laſt, by his own weight,he caft 
the Scales againſt Arrim. And from thenceforward, he - excommunicated: 
Arrins for obltinacy;who writing in behalf of himſelf and his Followers to-the- 
Biſhop, each one ſtating his own, and his Adverſaries caſe, with the uſual- 
candor of ſuch Men in ſuch Matters ; the Biſhops too all over began to divyide- 
upon it, and after them their People. Infomuch, that Conſtantine, .out:of a 
true paternal ſenſe and care, found neceflary tofend a very prudent and emi- 
nent Perſon to Alexanaria, to try if he conld accommodate the Matter,giving' 
him a Letter to Alexander and Arrizs - How diſcreet, how Chriltian-like;'-L 
never read any thing of that nature equal to at, it is too long far me here to 
inſert; but I gladly recommend my Reader to it, in the 2 E/. de vita Conf. 
Cc. 67. where Feberins, I underſtand the Foundation of the Controverſy te- have, 
been this, That thou Alexander didft 1»;uire of the Prieſts concerning a Paſſage us 
the ap go , nay, didft ak.them concerning a frivoloys quillet of a queſtion, what. 
w4 each of their Opinions : And tbou Arrius didst inconſuderately babble what thou 
neither at the beginning couldFt conceive ;, and if thou hadst concerved ſo, oughteſs 
not to have vented, &c. v 
But the Clergy having got this once in the? Wind, there was no beating 
them off the Scent. Which induced Corftantine to think the convening of 
this Council the only Remedy to theſe Diſorders. And a woful ado he had 
with them, whea they were mer, to manage and keep them 1n any tolerable 
decorum, It ſeemed like an Eccleſiaſtical Cock-pit, and- a Man might have 
laid Wagers either way, the two Parties contending in good carneſt, either 
for the Truth or the Vittory; but the moreunconcernd, ike ennning/Bettersy 
fate judiciouſly hedging, and ſo ordercd their Matter, that which {ide ſoever - 
prevail'd, they would be ſure to be the Winners. They were indeed a moſt” 
venerable Aſſembly, compoſed of ſome Holj, ſome Grave, fome Wiſe, and 
ſome of them Learned Perſons : And Conſtantine had fo charitably burnt the 
Accuſations they intended againſt one another, which might otherwiſe have 
depopulated and diſpirited the Council, that allof them-may be preſumed in 
otie or other reſpect, to have made a great CharaQter. Bur 1 oblerve Sox. 
1.1. c.16. that theſe great Biſhops, although they only had the deciſive 
Voices, yet thought fit to bring along with them, certain Ven that were cun- 
ning at an Argument, to be auxiliary rothem when it came to hard and tough 
Diſputation ; beſides, that they had their Prielts and Deacons ready at a dead 
lift, alway to. a{lilt them” : So' thar therr Underftandings ſeem'd to be ſe- 
gueſter'd, and-fcr their daily Faith; rhey depended+-upon-what their _ 
alns 
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lains would allow them. And in that quality Atharaſmu there waiced upon 
Alexander, being bis Lacacon,. ( for as;yet it ſeems Arch-Biſhops nor Arch- 
Deacons were invented). And It 1s not inprobable that Arbanaſine haying fo 
early perſonated the Biihop,and ſeeing the declining Age of Alexander,wou!d 
be careful that Arri#» ſhould not ſtep betwixt hun and home upon Vecancy, 
but did his beſt againit him to bar up his way, as tt, ſhortly after happened ; 
Athanaſins ſucceeding after the Council in the See of Alexandria. In the mean 
time you may imagine #ypoſtaſis, Perſonq, Subſtantia, Snbſiſtentia, Eſſeutia, 
C veffentialis, Conſul ſtautialts, Ante, ſaciula Cottermw, &c. were by ſomany Dif- 
putants pick?d to the very Bones,and thoſe too broken afterwards,to come to 
the Marrow of Divinity. And never had Conſtantine in his Life fo hard:a 
task, as to bring them to any rational Reſults ; Meekly and patiently (Euſeb. 
1. 3. c. 13, de Vita Conlt.) liſtning to every one, tak;ng every Man's Opinion, and 
without the Acrimony with which it mas delivered, helping each Party where they diſ- 
agreed, reconciling them by degrees when they were in the fierceſt Contention, confer 
rang with them apart courgeouſly and mildly, telling them what was hu own Opinion of 
the Matter : Which tho ſome exceptious Perſons, mayalleadg to have been a- 
gainſt the nature of a free Council, yet truly, unleſs he had taken that courſe, 
I cannot imagine how poſlibly he could ever have brought them to any con- 
cluſion. And thus this firſt, Great,General Council of Nice, with which the 
World had gone big ſo long, and which look'd ſo big upon all Chriſtendom, 


at laſt was brought in Bed; and after a very hard Labour, delivered of He. 


105, 
hey all ſubſcribed tathe new Creed, except ſome ſeventeen, who it ſeems 


had rather to be Hereticks than Biſhops. For now the Anathema's were pub- 


liſhed, and whoever held the contrary, was to be puniſh'd by Deprivation and 


Baniſhment, all Arr44a» Books to be burned ; .and whoever ſhould be diſco- 
vered to conceal any of Arri« his Writings, to die for it. But it fared very 
well with thoſe who were not ſuch fools as to own his Opinion. All they were 
entertain*d by the Emperor at a magnificent Feaſt, received from his hand 
rich Preſents, and were honourably diſmiſt, with Letters recommending 
their great Abilities and performance to, the Provinces, and enjoining the 
Nicene Creed to be henceforth obſerved. With that ſtroke of the Pen, ( Socr. 


1.1. c:6,) For what three bundred Biſhops have agreed on, (athing indecd extra- 


ordinary )ought not to be o_—_ concero”d of than as the Deeree of God Almighty, 
eſpecially ſeeing the Holy G hoſt dia ſit upon the Minds of ſuch and Z excellent Men, 
and opewd bis Divine Will to them. So that they went, I trow, with ainple fari(- 
faction ; and, as they could not but take the Emperor for a very civil, gene- 
rous, and obliging Gentleman, ſo they thought the better of themſelves from 
that day forward. And how budg mult they look when they return back 
to their Diocelles, having every one of 'em bin a principal Limn of the Oecu- 
menical, Apoſtolical., C atholick, Orthodox Council ! when the Catacheriſtical 
Title of the Church and the Clergy were ſo appropriate to them by cuſtom, 
that the Chriſtian People had —hT or forgotten their Claim ; when 

every 
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every Hare that croſſed their way homeward, was a Schiſmatick or an Here- 
tick 3 and if their Horſe ſtumbled with one of them, he incurr'd an Ana- 
thema. Well it-was that. their Journeys lay ſo many ſeveral ways, for they 
were grown {o cumberfom and-great, that the Emperor's High-way was too 
narrow for any two of them,and there could have been no paflage without the 
rcmoyal of a Biſhop. But ſoon after the Council was over, Exſebins the Bi- 
thop of Nicomedia, and T heognis. the Biſhop of Nice, who were already re- 
moved. both by Baniſhment, and two others put in their places, were quickly 
reſtor d upon their Petitton ; wherein they ſuggeſted the Caule of their not 
Signing to-have been ofily, becauſe they thought: they could not with a ſafe 
Conſcience ſubſcribe the Anathetna againſt Ariw,appearing to them both by 
his Writings, his Diſcourſes, and Sermons, that they had been Auditors of, 
not to be guilty of thoſe Errors. As for Arr himſcif,the Em quickly 
wrote to him. Tr now 4 conſiderable time fince'T wrore to your Gravity to come 
to my Tems, that you'might enjoy my Conntenance , ſo that 1 can ſcarte wonder 
ſufficiemly why you have fo long delayed it * therefore now take one of the publick, 
Coaches, and make ail ſpeed to my Tents, that, having had experience of my 
kindneſs and aff ection to you, you may return'into your own Comntry. God pre- 
ferve you ,noſft dear Sir, Arrinshereupon (with his Comerade Exxon ) comes 
to Conſtanrine's Army, and offers him-a Petition; with a'Confeflion of Faith, 
that would have palſs'd very well before the Nzcene Corincil, and now ſatished 
the-Emperor, Seer. |: 1. 6.1 9, & 20. informich that he writ to Athanaſine, now 
Biſhop of Alexandria, to receive him into the Church: but Athanaſru was 
of better mettle than fo, and abſolutely reſufed it. Upon this Conſtantine writ 
himanother threatning Letter : When you have underſtood hereby my Pleaſure, 
ſee that-you afford freeentrance into'the Church,to all that deſire 7: for if I 
thall ynderſtand that any who deſires to be admitted into the Church; ſhould 
be either hindred or forbiddenby you,l wilt ſend ſome one of my Servants to, 
remove'you from your Degree, /attd place another in your ſtead. Yer Arha-- 
naſins ſtood it out {Lill, tho other, Chnrches received him into Communion :: 
and the Heretick Novars- conld-not have bin moreunrelenting to lapfed Chri-- 
ſtians;than he was to Arriw. But this, Joined with-other Crimes, which were 
laid-to Athanaſius his Charge, at the-Council of Tyre, ( though 1 ſuppoſe in«- 
deed they were forged.) made Athanaſius glad to fly for it, and remain the: 
firſt time in Exile. -Upon' this whole Matter, it is my impartiat Opinion that 
Arrius, or whoſoever elſe were guilty of teaching and publiſhing thoſe Errors 
whereof he was accuſed, deſerved theutmoſt Severity which conſiſts with the 
Ghriſtian Religion. Ard ſo willing I have been to rthink well of Athanaſius, 
and ill of the other, that I have on purpoſe avoided the reading, as I do the 
naming of a Book that I have heard, tells the ſtory quite otherwiſe, and have 
only made uſe of the current Hiſtorians of thoſe Times, who all of them tell 
it againſt the Arrians. Only I will confeſs, that as in reading a particular Hi- 
ſtory at adventure, a Man finds himſelf inclinable to favour the weaker Party, 
eſpecially if the Conqueror appear mſolent ; ſo hayel been affetted in reading 


theſc 
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theſe:Authors, which does but reſemble the reaſonable pity that men ordina- 
rity have too,for thoſe,who,though for an erroneous Conſcience, ſuffer under 
a Chriſtian Magiſtrate. And as foon as I come to Conſtantive, | ſhall tor that 
reaſon change my compaſlion,and be doubly engaged on the Orthodox party. 
But as to the whole matter of the Council of Nice, I muſt crave liberty to ſay, 
that from one'end to the other,though the beſt of the kind, it ſeems to me to 
have been a pitiful humane bulineſs,attended with all theill circumſtances of 
other worldly affairs,conducted by a ſpirit of ambition and contention, the 
firſt, and ſ@the greateſt ecumenical blow that by Chriſtians was given to Chri- 
ſtianity. And it is not. from any ſharpneſs of humor that 1diicourſerthus freely 
of Things and Perſons, much leſs of Orders of men otherwiſe venerable, bur 
that where ought isextolled beyond reaſon, ard to the prejudice ot Religion, 
it is neceſſary to depreciate it by true proportion. It is not their cenſure of 
Arrianiſm, or the declaring ob their Opinion in a controverted point to the 
belt of their'underſtanding, ( wherein to-the ſinalneſs of mine;they-appear to 
have light upon'the Truth, had they likewife upon themeatare) that:coold 
have moved me to tell ſo long ſtory, or bring my ſelf withinthe- danger. and 
aim of any captious Reader,fpeaking thus with great hiberty vf mind;bur little 
concern fdr any prejudice 1-may receive, of things that are by ſame Men ido- 
lized- -But it 1s their Impoſition of a new Article or Creed uponthe Chrifti- 
an world, not being contained in expreſs words of Scvipturezito be believed 
with Divine Faith, under Spiritual and Civit Penalties, contrary to'the Privi- 
_— of Religion, and their making a Precedent follow'd and improy'd by 
all tueceeding Apes for moſt cruel Perſecutions, that only could-animate me. 
In digging thus for a new deduction, they underminedthe fabrick of Chriſti- 
anity,toframe a-particular Doctrine, they ted from the-general Rule of 
their Religion ; and for their curioſity about:an Articleconcerning Chr;,they 
violated our Saviour's firſt Inſtitution of a Church,not fubjett to any Addition 
in matters of Faith,nor liable to Compuliion, either in Belief or in Practice. 
Far be it from me in the event;as it is from my Intention;to derogate from the 
juſt authority :of any of thoſe Creeds or Confeſſions of Faith that are receiv'd 
by our Church upon clear agreement with the Scripture: nor ſhall Itherefore, 
uale6 ſome mens impertinenceand indiſcretionhereafter oblige me,pretend to 
any further knowledg of what in thoſe particulars appear in the ancient Hi- 
ſtories. But certainly if any Creed had been Neceſlary,or at the leaſt Necel(- 
fary to have been Impoſed,our Saviour himſelf would not have left his Church 
diſtitute in a thing of that moment. Or howeverzafter the Holy Ghoſt,upon 
his departure, was deſcended upon the Apoſtles, and #hey the Elders and Bre- 
thren ( for ſo it was then) were allembled in a: legitimate' Council at Feruſas 
lem, it would have ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and them to have ſav'd the 
Council of Nice that labour, or at leaſt the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor.'r 2. 2,and 4. 
who was canght up into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable words, which it 3s-n0t 
lawful for any Man to utter, having thereby a much better- opportunity than 
Arbanaſinsco know the ———— not have'been want- 
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Spirit ; but when he hath done this, he is 
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ng, through the abundance of that revelation, to form a Creed for the Church, 


ſuihcient to have put that buſineſs beyond- controverſie. Eſpcially ſeeing 
Hereſies were ſprung up ſoearly, and he foreſaw-others, and therefore does 
- the mothod how they are to be dealt with,but no Creed thatI read 
of. | | 

Shall any ſort of Men preſume to interpret thoſe words,whichto him were 
unſpeakable, by a Gibbrith of their Impoſing, and force every Man to Cant 
after them;what it is not lawful for any Man to utter ? Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſpeak articularely enough in the Scriptures, without any Creed;aas much as 
we areor ought to be capable of. And the Miniſtry. of the Goſpel is uſeful and 
moſt neceſlary, if it were but to preſs us to the reading of them, to illuſtrate 
one place by the authority of another,to inculcate thoſedutics which are there- 
in required, quickning, vs both to Faith and Praftice, and ſhowing within 
what bounds they are both circumſcribed by our Saviour*s DoQtrine. And 
it becomes every Man to be able togive a-reaſon and account of his Faith,;and 
to beready to do it;withaut officiouily gratifying thoſe who demandit only to 
take advantage : and the more Chriſtianscan agree in one confeſſion of Faith) 
the better. But that we ſhould believe ever the more for a Creed, it cannot 
be expected. . In thoſe days, when Creeds were molt plenty and in faſhion, 


_ and eyery one had them-at their fingers end, *twas'the Bible that brought in 


the Reformation. "Tis true, a Man wou!d not ſtick to take 'two oor three 
Creeds fora need, rather than'wanta' Living ;/and if a Man have not a good 
ſwallow, 'tis but wrapping them up in a Liturgy, like a Wafer,and the whole 
doſe will go down currently ; eſpecially if he wink at the ſame time,and give 
his Aſent and Conſent without ever looking on them. But without jeſting, 
for the matter is too ſerious: Every Man is bound to work; out his own Salva 


tion with fear and trembling, and therefore to uſe all helps poſlible for his beſt 


ſatisfaction ; hearing, conferring, reading, praying for the aſliltance-of God's 

is own Expoſitor, his own both 
Miniſter and People, Biſhop and Dioceſs, his own Council ; and his Conſci- 
ence exculing or condemning him, accordingly heeſcapesor incurs his-own 
ternal Anathema. _ So that when it comes once to a Creed, made and im- 
pofed by other Men as a matter of Divine Faith,the Caſe grows very delicate; 
while he cannot apprehend, tho the-Impoſer may, that all therein is clear- 


"  Iy contained in Scripture, and may fear, being caught in the expreſſions, to 


oblige himſelf toa latitude or reſtriction,further than comports with his own 
ſenſe and judgment. A Chriſtian of honour, when it comes to this once, 
will weigh every word, every ſyllable; nay.further,.if he con{ider that the 
great bulineſ of this Conncil of Nice was but one ſingleletter ofthe Alphabet; 
about the inſerting, or omitting of an Jata. There muſt be cicher that exact- 
neſs in the Form of ſuch a Creed, as I dare ſay,no Meu in the world ever were 
or ever will be able to modulate: or elſe chis ſcrupulous privat judgment muſt 
be admitted, or otherwiſe all Creeds become.meer. inſtruments of Equivoca- 
tion or Perſecution. ' And I muſt confe&, when 1 have: ſometimes conſidered 
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with my ſelf the dulneſs of the Non-conformiſts, and the acuteneſs on the 
contrary of the Epiſcoparians,. and the conſcientioufneſs of both ; I have 
chonght that our Church might ſafely wave the difference with them about 


Ceremonies, and try it upon the Creeds, which were both the more honou- 


rable way, and more ſuitable tothe method of the ancient Councils,and yet 
perhaps might do their buſineſs as effectually. For one that is a Chriſtian in 
good earneſt, wh:n a Creed 1s ——_ will ſocner eat fire, than tak ir a- 
gainſt his judgment. There have been Martyrs for Reaſon,and it was manly 
mM{them : but how much more would: Menbe ſo for Reaſon Religionated and 
Chriſtianized ! But'it is an Inhumane 2nd Unchriſtian thing of thoſe Faith- 
ſtretchers, whoſoever they be, that either put Mens Perſons,or their Conſci- 
ences npon the torture, or-rack them to the length of their Notions : where- 
as the Bereans are made Gentlemen, and'Innobled by Patent in-the Acts, be- 
caufe they would not credit Pau! himſelf, whoſe Writings now make lo great 
a part.of the New Teſtament, until they had ſearched the Scripture daily,whe- 
cher thoſe things were ſo, and therefore many of them believed. And therefore, 
although where there are ſuch Creed:, Chriltians may for Peace and Conſci- 
ence-ſake acquieſce white there appears nothing in them flatly contrary tothe 
words of the Scripture ; yet when they are obtruded vpon a-Man in particu- 
lar,” he will look very welFabout him, and'not take them upon any Humane 
Authority. The greateſt Pretence to Authority, is in a Council. But what 
then ? ſhall all Chriſtians therefore take their Formularies of Divine Worſhip 
or Belief upon truſt, as writ in Tablesof Stone, like the Commandments,de- 
liver'd from Heaven, and to be obeyed in the inſtant, not conſidered; becauſe 


three hundred and cighteen Biſhops are met in Abraham's great Hall,;of which 


moſt muſt be Seryants, and ſome Children ; and they have reſolv*d upont in 
fuch a manner ? No, a2 good Chriſtian will not, cannot attorn and indenture 
his Conſcience over, to be Repreſented by others. It 1s not as in Secular 
matters, where the States of a Kingdom are deputed by their fellow Subjects 
to tranſatt for them, ſoin ſpiritual : or ſuppoſe it were, yet *rwere necellary, 
as in the Poliſh conſtitution,that nothing ſhould be obligatory as long as there 
is one Diffenter, where no Temporal Intereſts,but every Mans Eternity and 
Salvation are concerned. The Soul is too precious to be let out at intereſt 
upon any humane ſecurity, that does or may fail ; but it is only fate when un- 
der God's cuſtedy, in its own Cabinet. Put it was a General Council. A. 
ſpecial General indeed,if you conſider the proportion of three hundred and. 
eighteen to the Body of the Chriſtian Clergy,but much more to all Chriſtian 
Man-kind. But it was a General Free Council of Bxſhops. I do not think it 
poflible for any Council to be free,that is compoſed out of Biſhops, and where 


: they only have the Deciſive Voices. Nor that a Free Council that takes away 


Chriſtian Liberty.But that,asit was fourded vpon Uſurpation,ſoit terminated 
in Impoſition. Burt 'tis meant, that it was Free from all external Impulfion. 


I confeſs that good Meat and Drink, and Lodging, and Mony in a Man's 


purſe, and Coaches, and Servants, and Horſes to attend thew, did - vio= 
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tence to *em, nor was there any falſe. Article in it. And diſcourſing now with 
gne,and then another of ?em in particular,and the Emperor telling them this 
55 my opinion, | underſtand it thus; and afterwards declaring his mind fre- 
quently to them in publick ; no force neither. Ay, but there was a ſhrewd 
way of perſuaſion in-it. And I would be glad to know when ever, and which 
free general Council it was that could properly be called ſo, but was indeed a 
meer Imperial or Ecclelialtical Machine, no free agent, but wound up, ſet on 
going, and let downby the direCtion and hand of the Workman. A General 
Free Council is but a word of Art, and can never happen but under a Fifth 


Monarch, and that Monarch tooz to return from Heaven. The Animadver-. 
| ter will not allow the ſecond General Council of Ne to have bin Free,becauſe 


it was overaw'd by an Empreſs, and was guilty of a great fault (which no Coun- 
cil at liberty he ſaith could have committcd ) the Decree for worſhipping of 
Images. Ar this rate a Chriſtian may ſcuffle however for one paint among 
them, and chuſe which Council he likes beſt. But in good carneſt, I do not 
ſee but that Conſtantine might as well at this firſt Councilof Ni:ce,have negoti- 
ated the Image-worſhip,as to pay that ſuperſtitious adoration to the Biſhops, 
and that Proltration to their Creeds was an Idolatry more pernicious in the 
conſequence, to the Chriſtian Faith,then that under which they ſo lately had 
ſuffer'd Perſecution. Nor can a Council be ſaid to have been at liberty,which 
lay under ſo great and many obligations. But the Holy Ghoſt was preſent, 
where there-were three hundred and eightcen Biſhops,and directed them,or 
three hundred. Then, if I had been of their Council,they ſhould have ſate at 
it all their lives, leſt they ſhould never ſee him again after they were once 
riſen. But it concerned them to ſettle their Qxorun at laſt by his Dictates; o- 
therwiſe no Biſhop could have been abſent,or gone forth upon any accuſation, 
but he let him out again : and it behov'd to be very punCtual in the Adjourn- 
ments. *Tis a ridiculous conception, and as groſs as to make him of the ſame 
{ſubſtance with the Council. Nor needs thereany ſtronger argument of his ab- 


 ſence,then their pretence to be actuated by him,and in doing ſuch work. The 


Holy Spirit ! If ſo-many of them, when they got together,acted like rational 
men, *twas enough in all reaſon, and as much as could be expetted. 
But this was oneaffeCtation,among many others,which the Biſhops took up 

ſo early, of the ſtile, priviledges, powers, and ſome aCtions and geſtures 
peculiar and inherent to the Apoſtles, which they miſplaced to their own be- 
hoof and uſage ; nay, and challenged other things as Apoſtolical, that were 
Cirectly contrary to the Doctrine and Practice of the Apoſtles. For ſo,b<cauſe 
the Holy Spirit did inanextraordinary manner preſide among the Holy Apo- 
{tles at that Legitimate Council of Fer«ſalem, Atts 15. they, although under 
:n ordinary Adminiſtration, would not go leſs whatever came on't-: nay, 
whereas the Apoſtles, in the drawing up of their Decree, dictated to them by 
the Holy Spirit, ſaid therefore no more but thus : The Apoſtles, Elders, and 
Brethren, ſend greeting unto the Brethren of, &C. Foraſmuch as, &c. It ſeemed 
00d to the Holy Ghoſt and us $0 lay upon you no greater burthen than theſe neceſſary 
| things : 
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things ;, that ye abſtain from, &c, from which sf ye keep your ſelves, you ſhalt 


do well, Fare ye well. 

This Council denouncesevery Invention of its own, (far from the Apoſto- 
lical modeſty,and the ſtile of the Holy Spirit)under no leſs than an Anatherma. 
Such was their arrogating to their inferior degree-, the ſtile of C/ergy, till 
cuſtom hath ſo much prevailed, that we are at a loſs how to ſpeak properly, 
either of the Name or Nature of their Function. Whereas the Clergy, im the 
true'and Apoſtolical ſenſe, were only thoſe whom they ſupercilioutly always 
call the Laity: The word Clerus being never but once uſed ia the New Teſta- 
ment, and in that ſignification, and in a very unlucky place too, 1 Per. 5. 3, 
where he admonifhes the Prieſthood, that they ſhould not lord it, or domincer 
over the Chriſtian People, Clerum Domini, or the Lords Inheritance. But 
having uſurp*'d the Title,I confeſs they did right to aſſume the Power. But to 
ſpeak of the Prieſthood in that ſtile which they moſt affeft, if we conſider the 
nature too of their Function, what were the 4 then, but Laymen diſguis'd, 
dreſt up perhaps in another habit ? Did not SE. Pan! himſelf, being a Tent= 
maker,rather than be idle or burthenſom to his People,work of his trade,even 
during his Apoſtleſhip,to get his living ?. But did not theſe, that they might 
negleCt their holy Vocation,feek to compaſs ſecular Imploiments,and Lay-Of- 
flees ? Were not very many of them,whether one refpett their Vices or Igno- 
rance,as well qualified as auy other to be Lay-men ? Was it not uſual, as oft 
as they merited it, to reſtore them, as in the caſe even of the three Biſhops to 
the Lay-communion ? And whether,if they were ſo peculiar from others, did 
the Impoſlition of the Biſhop's hands, or the lifting up the hands of the Laity, 
confer more to that diſtinction ? And Conſtantine, notwithſtanding his Com- 
plement at the burning of the Biſhops Papers, thought he might make them, 
and unmake them, with the ſame Power as he did his other Lay-Officers. Bat 
if the inferior Degrees were the Clergy, the Biſhops would be the Church : 
altho that word in the Scripture-ſenlc, is proper only to a Congrepation of 


_ the Faithful. And being by that title the only Men in Eccleſiaſtical Councils, 


then when they were once aſſembled, they were the Catholick, Church, and, 
having the Holy Spirit at their Devation, whatſoever Creed they light upon, 
that was the Catholick Faith, without the believing of which, no Man can be [avea. 
By which means there roſe thenceforward ſo conſtant Perſecutions till this 
day, that, had not the little inviſible Catholck, Church, and a People that al- 
ways ſearch'd and believ?d the Scriptures,made a ſtand by their Teſtimonies 
and Safferings, the Creeds had deſtroy'd the Faith, and the Church had ruined 
the Religion. For this General Council of Vice,and all others of the ſame con- 
ſtitution; did,and can ſerve to no other end or effet,than a particular order 
of Men by their uſurping a truſt upon Chriſtianity, to make their own Price 
and Market of it, and deliver it up as oft as they ſee their own advantage. 
For ſcarce was Cornftantine's Head cold, but his Son Conſtantive, ſucceeding 
his Brothers, being influenced by the Biſhops of the Arriaz Party,. turwd: 


the wrong ſide of Chriſtianity outward, inverted the Poles of Heayen, and 
Foith 
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Faith (if 1 may ſay ſo) with its Heels in the Air, was forced to ſtand upon 
its Head, ard play Gambols, for the Divertiſement and Plcaſure of the -4o- 
moteuſians. Arrian:ſm was the Divinity then in Mode, and he was an igno- 
rant and ill Courtier, or Church-man, that could not dreſs, and would not 
make a new Sute for hi- Conſcience in the Faſhion. And now the Orthodox 
Biſhops C it being given to thoſe Men to be obſtinate for Power, but flexible 
in Faith) began to wind about inſenſibly, as the Heliorrope Flower that keeps 
its ground, but wrelts its neck in turning after the warm Sun,from day-break 
to evening. They could look now upon the Synod of Nice with more in- 
difference, and all that pudder that had been made there betwixt FHomoorſius 
and Homoiouſins, &c. began to appear to them as a Difference only ariſing from 
the Inadequation of Languages : Till by degrees they were drawn over, and 
rather than loſe their Biſhopricks, would join, and at laſt be the head-moſt in 
the Perſecution of their own former Party. But the Deacons, to be ſure, 
that ſteer'd the Elephants, were thorow-paccd ; Men to be reckond and re- 
lied upon in this or any other ogcaſion, and would prick on; to render them- 
{elves capable and Epiſcopable, upon the firſt Vacancy. For now the Arrians 
in grain, ſcorning to come behind the Clowniſh Homoouſians, in an Eccleita- 
ſtical Civility, were reſolved to give them their full of Perſecution. And it 
ſeem'd a picce of Wit rather than Malice, to pay them in their own Coin,zand 
to Burleſquethem in earnelt, by the repetition and heightning of the ſame Se- 
verities upon them, that they had prattiſed upon others. Had you the Ho- 
moouſians a Creed at Nice ? wewill have another Cre:d for you at Ariminum, 
and at Selucia, Would you not be content with ſo many ſeveral Projetts of 
Faith conſonant to Scripture, unleſs you might thruſt the new word Homoon- 
fios down our Throats, and then tear it np again, to make us confeſs it? Tell 
us the word, (*rwas Homeozouſios) we are now upon the Guard, or elſe we 
ſhall run you thorow. Would you Anathemize, Baniſh, Impriſon, Execute 
us, and burn our Books? You ſhall taſte of this Chriſtian Fare, and as you 
reliſh it, you ſhall have more ont provided. And thus it went, Arrianiſm 
being Triumphant,bur the few ſincere and ftomachful Biſhops,adhering con- 
ſtantly,and with a true Chriſtian Magnanimity, eſpecially Arhanaſins, thorow 
all Safferings, unto their former Confeſſions, expiated ſo in ſome meaſure, 
what they had committed in the N:cene Council. 

Sozomen, |. 4. C. 25. firlt tells us a Story of Eudoxie,, who ſucceeded Hace- 
donixs,in the Biſhoprick of Conſtantmople ; that in the Cathedral of Sanita So- 
phia, being mounted in his Epiſcopal Throne, the firſt time that they Aſſem- 
bled for its Dedication, in the very beginning of his Sermon to the People 


- (thoſe things were already come in Faſhion”) told them : Partrem impium efſe, 


Filium autem pium at which then they began to buſtle ; Pray be queer, ſaith 
he ; I ſay, Patrem impium eſſe, quia Colit neminem, Filium vers Pium quia colit 
Patrem ;, at which they then laughed as heartily, as before they were Angry. 
But this 1 only note to this purpoſe, that there were ſome of the greateſt Bi- 
ſhops among the Homozouſrans, as well as the FHomooruſians, that could not re- 


proach 
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roach one anothersSimplicity,and that it was not impoſſible for theMaryto 
be wiſer and more Orthodox than the Few, in Divine matters. That whict 
I cite him for as moſt Material, is, the Remark upon the Impoſition then of 
Contrary Creeds : Which verily, faith he, was plainly the beginning of moſt 
great Calamities, foraſmuch as hereupon there followed a Diſturbance, not unlike 
thoſe which we before recited over the whole Empire , and likewiſe a Perſecution 
equal almoſt to that of the Heathen Emperors, ſeized upon all of all Churches, For 
althongh it ſeemed to ſome more gentle, for what concerns the torture of the body, yer 


ro prudent perſons it appeared more bitter and ſevere, by reaſon of the Diſhonour and * > 


Iznominy. For both they who ſtirred up, and thoſe that were aſflifted with this Pey- 

Foctias: were of the Chriſtian Church ;, and the grievance therefore was the greater 
and more ugly, in that the ſame things which are done among Enemies, were Exe- 

cuted between thoſe of the ſame Tribe and Profeſſion : But the holy Law forbids us 

tocarry our ſelves in that manner, even to thoſe that ave without, and Aliens. And 

all chis miſchief ſprung from making of Creeds, with which the Biſhops, as 

it were at Tring, aim'd to hit one another in the Eye, and throw the oppo- 

ſite Party out of the Saddle. But if it chanced that the weaker ſide were ready 
to yield, (for what ſort of Men was there that could better manage, or had 
their Conſciences more at command at that time than the Clergy ?) Then the 
Arrians would uſe a yet longer, thicker, and ſharper Lance for the purpoſe, 
(for there were never Vacancies ſufficient ) that they might be ſure to run 
them down, over, and thorow, and do their Buſineſs. The Creed of 4r:. 
minum was now too ſhort for theDeſign ; but, faith the Hiſtorian, they aſſix*d 
further Articles like Labels to it, pretending to have made it better, and ſo ſent it 
thorow the Empire with Conſtantius his Proclamation, that whoever would not ſub- 
ſcribe it, ſhould be Baniſhed, Nay, they would not admit their own beloved 
Similis Subſtantia ; but to do thezgwork throughly, the Arrians renounc?d 
their own Creed for Malice, and made it an Article ; Filinm Parrs tam ſubſtan- 
tia, quam Voluntate, Diſſimilem eſſe. But this is a ſmall matter with any of 
them, provided thereby they may doScrvice to theChurch, that is theirParty, 
So that one (ſeriouſly ſpeaking ) that were really Orthodox, could not then 
defend the Truthor himſelf, but by turning of Arr:an, if he would impugn 

the new ones; ſuch was the Subtilty. W har ſhall I fay more ? As the Arts of 

Glaſs Coaches and Perriwigs illuſtrate this Age, ſo by theirTrade of Creecd- 

making, then firſt invented,we may eſteem the Wiſdom of Conſtantine*s,and 
Conſtantius his Empire. And in a ſhort ſpace, as Is uſual among Tradeſmen, 

where it appears gainful,they were ſo many that ſet up of the ſame Profeſſion, 

that they could ſcarce live by one another. Sopr. 1. 2. c. 32. Therefore uſes 

theſe words. But now that T have tandem aliquando, rn through this Labyrinth 

of ſo many Creeds, 1 will gather up their number ; And ſo reckons Nine Creeds 

more,beſides that of Nice,before the death of Conftantine, (a bleſſed Number.) 

AndlI believet could for a need, make them up a dozen, if Men have a mind 

to buy them ſo. And hence it was that Hlary, then Biſhop of Poiftzers, re- 
preſents that ſtare ofthe Church pleaſan fly, yet ſadly, Since the Nicene Synod, 
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ſaith he, we do nothing but write Creeds. That while we fight about words, 
whilſt we raiſe Queſtions about Noveltzes, while we Quarrel about things dowbrful, 
and about Author's, while we contend in Parties, white there 1s hfficuby mm Con- 
ſent,,while we Anathemat iz one anvther,there 45 noe now a mojt that 13 Chriſtss. 
What a Change there 15 11 the laſt years C reed.? The firſt Decree commands that 
Homooulſios ſhould not be mentioned, The next docs again Decree and Publiſh 
_ - Homooulios. 7 he third aves by Indulgence excuſe the Word Oulſia, as uſed by the 
Fathers in their ſwmplicity. The fourth does-not Excuſe, but Condemm it, It js 
come to that at laſt, that nothing among us, or thoſe befoye us, canyemain ſacred 
or enviolable, We Decree every year of the Lord, a new Creed concerning God ; 
Nay, every Change of the ſoon our Faith i alter d. We _ of our Decrees, 
we defend thoſe that repent of them: we Anathemattze thoſe that we defended; and 
while we exther condemn other Mens Opinions in our own, or our own Opinions in 
thoſe of other en, and bite at one another, we are now all of us torn inpieces, 


© This Biſhop ſure was the Author of che Vaked Truth, and*was he that im- 
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 plicrtely condemn*d the whole Catholick Church, both Eaſt and Weſt, for being 
roo preſumptuous in her Definitions. | | 

It 15 not ſtrange to me, that Jalan, being but a Reader in the Chriſtian 
Church, ſhould turn Pagan : Eſpecially when 1conſider that he ſuceeded 
Emperor atter Conſtants. For it ſeems rather unavoidable that a man of 
_ great Wit,as he was,and not having theGrace of God todireCt it,and ſhow 
him the Beauty of Religton,through the Deformity of its Governours and 
 Teachers;but that he muſt conceive a Loathing and Averſion for it, Nor 

could he think that he did them any Injuſtice, when he obſerved that, beſide 
_ all their Unchriſtian{mmorality too, they practiſed thus againſt the Inſti- 
tutive Law of their Galzlean,thePerſecution among themſelves forReligion. 
And well might he add to his other Severities,that ſharpneſs of his Wir, 
bothExpoſing and Animadvuerting upon them, at another rate than any of the 
ModernPractitioners with all their ſtudy and Inclination,can ever arrive at. 
For nothing is more puniſhable, Contemptible,and truly Ridiculous,than a 
Chriſtian that walks contrary to his Proteſlion: And by how much any-man 
{tands with more advantage in the Church for Eminency, but difobeys the 
Laws of Chriſt by that priviledge, he is thereby, and deſerves to be the 
more Expoſed. But Jaz, the laſt Heathen Emperor, by whoſe cruelty it 
ſeemed that God would ſenſibly admoniſh once again theChriſtian Clergy, 
'and ſhow them by their own ſmart, and an Heathen-hand, the nature and 
odiouſneſs of Perſecution, ſaon died, as is uſual for Men of that lmploy- 
ment, not without a rematiable ſtroke of Gods Judgement. 

Yet they,as they were oalyforry that they had loſt ſo much time,upon his 
death ſtrove as eagerly to redeem it,and forthwith fell in very naturally into 
their former Animoſities. For Jovzanus being choſen Emperor in Peofie and 
returning homeward,Socy.1.3.c.20. The Biſhops of each party,In hopes that 
thcirs ſhould be the lmperial Creed, ftrait-tookHorſe, and rode away with 
Switch and Spur,as if it had been for the Plate, to meet him ; and he m 
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had beſt Heels, made himſelf cock-ſure of winning the Religion. The Mace- l | 
' donians, who dividing from the Arrians, had ſet up for a new Hereſie con- | | 
cerning the Holy Ghoſt, (and they were a Squadron of Biſhops)Petition®d | 

| 

' 

| 


him that thoſe who held, F*/um Partri diſſumiem, might be turn'd out, and 
themſelves put in their places: Which was very honeſtly done, and above- 
board. The Acactans, that were the refined Arrians,but.as the Author faith, 
Had a notable faculty of addreſſing themſelves to the Inclination of what ſoever Ems 
peror,and having good Inteligence that he balanced rather to the Conſubſtan- 
tcals,preſented him with a very fair Inſinuating ſubſcription, of a conſidera- | 
ble number of Biſhops to the Conncil ofVice.But in the next Emperors time | 
they will be found to yield little Reverence to their own Subſcription. For | \þ 
in matter of a Creed, a Note of their Hand, without expreſſing the Penalty, = 
! cCouldnot ir ſeems bind one,of their Order. But all that Fovianns ſaid to the 1 
i Macedonians, was; T hate Contention, but I lovingly embrace and reverence thoſe : 
i who areinclined to Peace and Concord, To the Aracians, who had wiſely 
given theſe the precedence of Application, to try the truth of their Intelli- 
gence, he ſaid no more (having reſolv*d by ſweetneſs and perſwaſions ro quiet 
all their Controverſies) but, That he would not moleſt any man what ſoever Creed 
| he follow®d, but thoſe above others he would Cheriſh and Honour, who ſhould 
ſhow themſelves moſt forward in bringing the Church to a good Agreement. He 
likewiſe calPd back all thoſe Biſhops who had been BaniſtPd by Corſtantras, 
and Julian, reſtoring them to their Sees. And he writ a Letter in particular 
to Athanaſius, who upon Juliars death had enter*d again upon that of Alex- 
andria, to bid him be of good courage. And theſe things coming to the Ears of 
all others, did wonderfully aſſwage the Fierceneſs of thoſe who were Inflamed 
with Fattion and Contention : So that, the Court having declared it ſelf of this 
Mind,theChurch was in a ſhort time in all outward appearance peaceably dif- 
poſed, theEmperor by this means having wholly repreſſed all their violence. 
Verily,concludes the Hiſtorian, the Roman Emprre had been proſperons and hap- 
py, and both the State and the Church. Che puts them too in that Order) under 
Jo good a Prince, muſt have exceedingly flouriſhed, had not an Immature death ta- 
ken him away from managing the GoverMAnent. For after ſeven Months, being 
ſeized with a mortal Obſtruttion, he departed this Life. Did not this Hiſtorian, 
trow you, deſerve to be handled, and is it not, now the AMrſchief 15 done, to 
undo the Charm, oecome a Duty, to Expoſe both him and Jovianns ? By their ; 
ul choſen Principles, what would have become of the Prime and moſt neceſſary | 
Article of Faith ? Might not the old Dormant Hereſies, all of them ſafely have 
Revivea ? 
| But that Adorral Obſ?ruftion of the Biſhops, was not by his death (nor is it 
by their own to be) removed. They were glad he was ſo ſoon got out of their 
way,and God would yet further manifeſt their intrattable Spirit, which not 
the Perſecution of the Heathen Emperor F«lian,nor the Gentleneſs of Jovia- 
nus the Chriſtian, could allay or mitigate by their Afflittions or Proſperity. 
The Divine Nemeſis executed Juſtice npon them, by one anothers hand : | 
D 2 And 
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And ſo kainous a Crime as for a Chriſtian,a Biſhop to Perſecute,ſtood yet in 
need,as the only equal and exemplary Puniſhment;of being reveng'd with a 
Periecution by Chriſtians, by Biſhops. And whoſoever ſhall ſeriouſly conſider 
all along the Succellions of theEmperors,can never have taken that ſatisfa&ti- 
vN in the molt judicious Repreſentations of the Scene, which he may in this 
worthy Speculation of the great Order and admirable conduCt of wiſe Pro- 
vidence; through the whole contexture of theſe Exterior ſeeming Acci- 
dents, relating to the Ecclefiaſticals of Chriſtianity. 

For to Joviams ſucceeded Yalentinian, who in a ſhort time took his Bro- 
ther YValens to be his Companion in the Empire. Theſe two Brothers did as 
the Hiſtorian obſerves, Socr.1 4. c. 1. (alike,and equally take care at the be- 
ginningsfor the advantage and government of the State) but very muth diſ- 
agreed,though bothChriſtians,in matters of Religion : Yaletinianusthe Elder 
being an Orthodox,but Yalcns an Arrian, and they uſed a different Method 
toward the Chriſtians. For YValentinian (who choſe the weſtern part of the 
Empire, and lefc the Eaſt to his Brother) as he embraced thoſe of his own 


. Creed,fo yet he did not in the lealt moleſt the Arrians : But Yalens not only 


iabor'd to increaſc the number of the Arr:ans,but afMicted thoſe of the contra- 
ry Opiaion with grievous Puniſhments.And both of ?m,eſpeciallyYalens,had 
Biſhops for thetr purpoſe. The particulars of that heavy Perſecution under 


. Falens,any one may further ſatisfie himſelf of in theWriters of thoſe times: 


And yet it is obſer vable,thart within a little ſpace while he purſued the Or- 
Lhodox Biſhops, ke gave Libcrry to the Novarians, (who were of the ſame 
Crecd, but ſeparated from them, as I have ſaid, upon Diſcipline, &c.) and 
cauſed their Churches, which for a while were ſhut up,to be opened agatn at 
Conſtantinople. To be ſhort, Valens (whoout-lived his Brother,that dicd of a 
natural Death) himſelf in a Battel againſt che Gorhs,could not eſcape neither 
the fate of a Chriſtian Perſecutor. For the Goths having made application to 
lm, he,faith Socrates, not well fore- ſeeing the Conſequence, admitted them to In- 
habit wn certain places of 1 hracia, pleaſing himſelf that he ſhould by that means al. 
ways have an Army ready at hand againſt whatſoever Enemies ; and that thoſe Fo- 
reegn Guards would /trihe them with 4 greater Terror. more by far than the Militia of 
his Subjetts. And ſo flighting the ancient Veterane Militia, which ufed to conſiſt 
of Bodies of Men, raiſed proportionably in every Province, and were ſtout Fellows 
that would Fight Mnfully :;, inſtead of them he levied Money, rating the Country 
at ſo mucb for every Souldier, But theſe new Inmates of the Emperors ſoon 
zrew Troubleſom, as is cuſtomary, and not only infeſted the Natives in 
T'hracia, but Plunder*d even the Suburbs of Conſt antinople, there being no Ar- 
med Force to repreſs them: Hereupon the whole People of the City cried out 
at a publick Spectacle, where Yalens was preſent neglecting this matter,Gzve 
us Arms and we will manage-this War our ſelves. This extreamly provok'd him 

ſo that he forthwith made an Expedition againſt the Gorhs : But Threatne 

the Citizens if he returnd in ſafety, to be Reveng*d on them both for thoſe Con- 
tumelies, and for what under the Tyrant Procoplus Y they bad committed a- 


gainſt 


( 29 ) 


gainſt the Empire ;, and that he would Raxze to the Ground, and Plow mp the City. 
Yer before his departure out of the fear of the Foraign Enemy, he totally ceas'd from 
per ſecuting the Orthodox ia Conſtantinople. But he was kilÞd in the Fight, or 
Flying into a Village that the Goths had jet on fire, he was burnt to aſhes, to the 
great grief of his Biſhops ; who, had he been Victorious, might have revived 
the Perſecution. Such was the end of his Impetuous Reign and raſh Counſels, 
both as to his Government of State, in matters of Peace and War, and his 
Manage of the Church by Perſecution. 

His death brings me to the Succeſſion of Theodoſius the Creat,than whom no 
Chriſtian Emperor did more make it his bulineſs to Nurſe up theChurch,and 
to Lull the Biſhops,to keep the Houſe in quiet. Butneither was it in his pow- 
er to ſtill their Bawling, and Scratching one another, as far as their Nails 
(which were yet more tender,but afterwards grew like Tallons)would give 
them leave. I ſhall not further vex the Hiſtory,or the Reader,in recounting 
the particulars;taking no delight neither my ſelfin ſo uncomfortableRelati- 
ons, Or to reflect beyond what is neceſlary upon the Wolfſhneſs of thoſe 
which then ſeemed,and ought to have been theChriſtianPaſtors,bur went on 
ſcattering their Flocks,if not devouringzand the Shepherds ſmiting one ano- 
ther. In his Reign, the ſecond General Council was called, that of Conſtant:- 
:ople, and the Creed was there made, which took its name from the place - 
The reſt of their buſineſs, any one that is further curious, may obſerve in the 
Writers. But1 ſhall cloſe this with a ſhort touch concerning GregoryNaz;ane 
zen,then living,than whom alſo the ChriſtianChurch had not in thoſe times 
(and I queſtion whether in any ſucceeding) a Biſhop that was more a Chri- 
{tian, more a Getleman, better appointed in all forts of Learning requiſite, 


| ſeaſoned under F«lar?s Perſecution, and exemplary to the higheſt pitch of 


true Religion, and PraCtical Piety. The eminence of theſe Vertues, and i: 
ſpecial of his Humility(the lowlieſt, but the higheſt of allChriſtianQualifica- 
tions)raiſed him under Theodoſuus,from the Pariſh-likeBiſhoprick of Nazrare 
zum, to that of Conſtantinople, where he fill'd his place in that Council. Bur 
having taken notice in what manner things were carried in that,as they had 
been in formerCouncils,and that ſome of theBiſhops muttered at his promo- 
tion ; he of his own mind religned that great Biſhoprick,whis was never of 
his deſire or ſeeking;and,though fo highly ſeated in theEmperorsReverence 
and Favor, ſo acceptable to thePeople,and generally to theClergy,whoſe un- 
equalAbilities could not pr<tend or juſtifiean envy againſt him; recircd back 


for more content, to a Solitary Life, to his little Nazianzum, And from 


thence he writes that Letter to his Friend Procopizzs, wherein. p. 413. upon 
his molt recolleted and ſerious reflexion on what had faln within his obſer- 
vation, he uſeth theſe remarkable words: 1 have reſolved with my elf (if I may 
tell you the Naked Truth,) never more to come into any Aſſembly of Biſlps © for I 
never {aw a good and happy end of any Council, but which rather increaſed than r(» 
medied the mſcliefs, For their obſtinate Contentions and. Ambition are unex- 


preſſible. 
is 
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It would require too great a Volume to deduce, from the death of Theodo- 
fins, the particulars that happened in the ſucceeding Reigns about this mat- 
ter. But the Reader may reckon that it was as ſtared a Quarrel betwixt the 
Homoouſians, and the Homozouſtans, as that between the Houſes of York and 
Lancaſter ; And there aroſe now an Emperor of one Line, and then again of 
the other. But among all the Biſhops,there was not one Aorton, whoſe r1du-* 
ftrions Brain could or would (for ſome Men always reap by Diviſion ) make «p 
the fatal Breach betwixt the two Creeds.By this means everyCreed was grown 
ap to aTeſt,and under that pretence,the dextrous Biſhops ſtep by ſtep hook- 
cd within their Verge, all the buſineſs and Power that could be catched in 
thoſe Turbulences,where they mudled the Water, and Fiſhed after. By this 
means they ſtalked on firſt ro a Spiritual kind of Dominion, and from that 
incroached upon and into theCivil Juriſdiction. ABiſhop now grew terrible, ' 
and (whereas a ſimple Layman might have frighted the Devil with the firſt 


words of the Apoſtles Creed,and / efie thee Satan) one Creed could not pro- 


tect him from a Biſhop, and it required a much longer, and a double and 
treble Confeſlion,unleſs himſelf would be detivered over to Satan by an Ana- 
thema, But this was only an Eccleſiaſtical ſentence at firſt, with which they 
marked out ſuch as ſinned againſt them, and then whoop?d and hallow?d on 
the Civil Magiſtrate, to hunt them down for their Spiritual Pleaſure. They 
crept at firſt byCourt Inſinuations &Flattery into thePrinces favor,till thoſe 
generous Creatures ſuffered themſelves to be backed & ridden by them, who 
would take as much of a free Horſe as poſlible: But in Perſecution the Clergy 
as yet,wiſely interpoſed the Magiſtrate betwixt themſelves & the People,not 
caring ſo their end were attained, how odious they rendred him : And you 
may obſerve that for the moſt part hitherto,they ſtood crouching & ſhot ei- 
ther over the Emperors back,or under his belly.But in proceſs of time they 


| became bolder and open-fac*d,andPerſecuted before the Sun at Mid-day.Bi- 


ſhops grew worſe, but Biſhopricks every day better and better. There was 
now no Euſebins left to refule the Biſhopcick of Antiochia, whom therefore 
Conſtantine told, That he deſer*d the Biſhoprick of the whole World for that 
Modeſty. They were not ſuch Fools as Ammonius Parates, | warrant you, 
in the time of Theodoſius. He, Socr.l. 6. c. 30. being ſeiſed upon by ſome that 
would needs make him a Biſhop , when he could not perſwade them to the contrary, 
cut off one of his Ears, telling them that now ſhould he himſelf deſire to be a 
Biſhop, he was by the Law of Prieſthood incapable : but when they obſerved that 
thoſe things only obliged the Jewiſh Prieſthood, and that the Church of Chriſt 
did not conſider whether a Prieſt were ſound or perfett n limb of Body, but only 
that he were intire in his manners ; they retwrwd to ſeize on him again : But 
when he ſaw them coming, he ſwore with a ſolemn Oath, that if, to Conſecrate 
him a Biſhop, they laid violent hands upon him, he would cut out his tongue alſo ;, 
whereupon they fearing he would do it,* deſiſted. What ſhould have been the 
matter, that a man ſo Learned and Holy, ſhould have ſuch an averſion to be 
promoted in his own Order ; that, rather than yield to be a Compelled or 


Com. 
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and UVrſmns, which laſt, Socr. 1. 4 c. 24, 
' certain obſcure and atyjett Biſhops (for there were it ſecms of all ſorts and ſizes ) 
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Compelling Biſhop;he would inflit upon himſelf as ſevere a Martyrdom, as 
any Perſecutor could have done for him? Sure he ſaw ſomethin g more in the 


very Confſtitution,than ſome do at preſent. But this indeed was an Example 


_ too Rigid;and neither fir to have been done,nor to be imitated, as there was 


no danger. For far from this they followed the precedent rather of Damaſu: 
in Valentinian's time, perſwaded 


tocreate him Biſhop tm a Corner, and then (0 early) he and Damaſus, who was 
much the better Man, waged War for the Biſhoprick of Rome, to the great 
ſcandal of the Pagan Writers,who made Remarks for this and other things 
upon theirChriftianity,and to the Bloodſhed and Death of 2 multitude of the 
Chriſtian People. But this laſt I mention*d, only as a weak and imperfet 


Eſſay in that time, of what it came to inthe ſeveral Ages after, which 1am 


now ſpeaking of, when the Biſhops were given, gave themſelves over to all 
manner of Vice, Luxury, Pride, Ignorance, Superſtition, Covetouſneſs, and 
Monopolizing of all ſecular Imployments and Authority. Nothing could 
eſcape them : They meddled, troubled themſelves and others, with many 
things, every thing, forgetting that oe, only needful. Inſomuch that I could 
not avoid wondring often, that among ſo many Churches that with Paganick 
Rites they dedicated to Saint ary, 1 have met with none to Saint Martha. 
But above all, Impoſition and Cruelty becaine inherent to them, and the 
power of Perſecution was grown ſo good and deſirable a thing, that they 
thought theMagiſtrate ſcarce worthy to be truſted with itlonger,and a meer 
Novice at it, and either wreſted it out of his hands; or gently eaſed him of 
that and his other burdens of Government. The ſufferings of the Laitywere 
become the Royalries of the Clergy; and, being very careful Chriſtians, the 
Biſhops that not a word of our Saviour might fall to the ground, becauſe he 
had foretold how menſhould be perſecuted for his Names ſake, they under- 
took to ſee it done effectually in their own Provinces, and out of pure zcal 
of doing him the more Service of this kind, inlarged ſtudiouſly their Dio- 

ceſſes beyond all proportion. Like Noftrodamus his Son, that to fulfil his Fa- 
ther's prediction of a City in Frarce, that ſhould be burned; with his own 
hands tet it on fire. All the Calamities of the Chriſtian world in thoſe Ages, 
may be derived from them, while they warm'd themſelves at the Flame;zand 


| like Lordsof Miſrule, kept a a, ra Chriſtmas. W hat in the Biſhops name 


1s the matter ? How it came about that Chriſtianity, which approved it ſelf 
ander all Perfecutions to the Heathen Emperors,and merited their favour ſo 
far, till at laſt it regularly ſucceeded to the Monarchy, ſhonld under thoſe 
of their own Profeſſion be more diſtreſſed ? Were there ſome Chriſtians then 
too, that feared ſtill leſt Men ſhould be Chriſtians, and for whom 7t was 
neceſſary, not for the Goſpel reaſon that ryere ſhould be Hereſies. Let ns col- 
lect alittle now alſo in the concluſion what at firſt was not partic#{4ri22d, how 
the reaſon of State and Meaſure of Government ſtood under the Roman Em- 
perours,tn aſpec&t'to them: I omit 7iberins, mention'd in the beginning of this 
| ney 2 $ID 
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that thoſe who comprehend the reaſons, yet cannot but wonder at thewiſdom 


(32) 
Eſſay. Trajane, after having perſecuted them, and having uſed Pliny the ſe- 


cond in hisProvince tothat purpoſe,upon his relation that they lived in con- 
formity to all Law, but that which forbad their Worſhip, and in all other 


| things were blameleſs, and good men, ſtraitly by his Edi&t commanded that 


none of them ſhould be farther enquired after. /7adr:ian,in his EdiCt io 145- 
nutins Fundanus, Proconſul of Afia, commands him that, If any accuſe the 
Chriſtians, and can prove it,that they commit any thing againſt the State, that then 
he puniſh them according to the crime + but if any man accuſe them, meerly for ca- 
lumny and vexation, as Chriſtians, then ?faith let him ſuffer for't, and take you 
care that he feel the ſmart of it. Antoninus Pius writ his Edict very remarkable, 
if there were place torecite it, to the States of Aſia Aſſembled at Epheſus, 
wherein he takes notice of his Fathers command, that unleſs the Chriſtians were 
found to alt aky thing againſt the Roman Empire, they ſhould not be moleſted, and 
then commands, that :f any man thereafter ſhall continue to trouble them, tan- 
quam tales, as Chriſtians, for their Worſhip, in that caſe, he that is the Infor- 
mer, ſhould be expoſed to puniſhment, but the Accuſed ſhould be free and diſcharged, 
I could not but obſerve that among other things in this Edit, where he is 
ſpeaking. 1: :s deſirable to them that they may appear, being accuſed,more willing 
ro die for their God than to live: He adds, 1t would not be amiſs to admoniſh you 
concerning the Earth-quakes which have, and do now happen , that when you are 
aſſiitted at them, you would compare our affairs with theirs, They are thereb fo 
much the more inconraged to a confidence and reliance upon God, but you all the 
while goon in your ignorance,and neglett both other gods, and the Religion towards 
the immortal, and baniſh and perſecute them unto death. Which words of that 


. Emperors, fall in ſo naturally with what, it ſeems, was a common obſervation 


about Earth-quakes, that I cannot but to that purpoſe take further notice, 
how alſo Gregory Nazianzen,inOr.2.contraGentiles,tells,beſides the breakings 


in of theSea 1n ſeveral places, and many fires that happened, of the Earth- 


quakes in particular, which he reckons as Symptoms of 7«{:ans Perſecution, - 


And to this I may add,Sorr. 1.3. c.10,who intheReign of Yalens, that notori- 
ous Chriſtian Perſecutor,ſaith,at the ſame time there was anEafth-quake in 
Bithynia, which turned theCity of Nice(that ſame in which the generalCoun- 


; Cil was held under Conſtantine) and a little afrer there was another. But al- 


though theſe ſo happened, the minds of Valens, and of Eudoxius, the o_—_ of the 
Arrians,were not all ſtirred up unto Piety, and a right opinion of Religion. 

vertheleſs they ceaſed not, made no end of per ſecuting thoſe who in their Creed diſ- 
ſented from < 421 Thoſe Earth-quakes - ſeemed to be certain indications of tumults 
in the Church. All which put together, could not but make me reflect upon 
the late Earth-quakes, great by how much more unuſual here in England, 
thorow ſo many Counties two years ſince,at the ſame time when theClergy, 
ſome of them, were ſo buſie in their Cabals,to promote this (I would give it 
2 modeſter name than) Perſecution, which is now on foot againſt the Diſſen- 
ters; at ſounſcaſonable a time, and upon no occaſion adminiſtred by them, 


of 


or 22. 
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of it. Yet I am not neither one of the moſt credulousnickers or appliers of- 
natural events to human tranſanctions: But neither am I ſo ſecure as the Lear- 
ned Dr. Spencer, nor can walk along the world without having ſome eye to 
the conjunctures of God?s admirable Providence. Neither was farcus Axre- 
lus (that I may return to my matter) negligent as to the particular, But he, 
obſerving, as Antonnius had the Earth-quakes, that in an expedition againſt 
the Germans and Sarmatians, his Army being in deſpair almoſt for want of 
water,the /el:tine (afterwards from the event called the Thunaxing) Legion, 
which conſiſted of Chriſtians, knzePd down in the very heat of their thirſt and 
fighr, praying for rain ; which poſture the Enemies wondring at, immedi- 
ately there brake out ſuch a thundring and lizhtning, as together with the 
Chriſtian valour, routed the adverſe Army, but fo much rain fell therewith, 
as refreſhed Aurelius his Forces, that were atthe laſt gaſp for thirſt : He thence 
forward commanded by his Letters, That upon pain of death none ſhld inform 
againſt the Chriſtians, as Tertullian in, his Apology for the Chriſtians witneſles. 
But who would have bzlieved that even Commodzs, fo great a Tyrant other» 
wiſe, ſhould have been ſo favourable as to make a Law, Thar the Informers 4a- 
gainſt Chriſtians ſhould be puniſhed with d:ath ? Yer he did, and the laformer 
againſt Apollonius was by it executed. Much lefs could a man have thoughr 
that, that prodigy of cruelty Maximine, and who exercilcd it ſo ſeverely upon 
the Chriſtians, ſhould, as he did, being ſtruck with God*s hand, publiſh when 
it was too late Edit after Edit, in great favour of the Chriſtians. Bur a- 
bove all, nothing could have bzen leſs expeCted than that, after thoſe Heathen 
Emperors, the firſt Chriſtian Conſtantine ſhould have been ſeduced by the Bi- 
ſhops, to be afcer them, the firſt occaſion of Perſecution, fo contrary to his, 
own excellent inclination : ? Twas then that he ſpake his own mind, when he 
ſaid, Ef. de vita Conſt, 69. You ought to retain within the bounds of your pri- 
vate thoughts of thoſe things, which you cunningly and ſubtly ſeck_out concerning mo(t 
frivolous queſtions, And then much plainer, c. 67. where he ſaith ſo wiſely. 
You are not ignorant that the Philoſophers all of them do agree in the profeſſion of the 
ſame Diſcipline, but do oftentimes drffer in ſome part of the Opinions that they dog-. 
matize in: But yet, although they d) drfſent about the Diſcipline that each ſeveral 
Set obſerveth, they nevertheleſs reconcile themſelves again for the ſaks of that com- 
mon Profeſſion to which they have concurred. But again compulſion in Religious. 
matters ſo,much eyery where, that it is needlels to- inſert one paſſage. And 
he being '6f this diſpoſition, - and univerſally famous for his care and coun- 
tenance of the Chriltian Religion. Ev/cbius ſaith theſe words, While the Peo- 
ple of God did. glory and heighten it ſelf im the doing of good things, and all fear 
from without tas taken away, and the Church was fortif!d as 1 may ſay, on all ſides 
by a peaceable and illuſtrious tranquility, then Envy lying in wait againſt our proſpe- 
rity, craftily crept in,. and began ft to dance in the midſt of the company of Bi- 


v9ps 3 ſo goes 0n, telling the Hiſtory of- Alexander and Arrins, 1 have been 
fore large enough-in that relation, whercin appeared that, contrary to 


hat great Emperours pious intention, whereas Envy began to dance among the 
| E Biſhop, 
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Biſhops firſt, the good Conftantzne brought them the Fiddles. But it appears 
likewite how ſoon he was weary of the Ball, and toward his latter end, as 
Princes often do upon too late experience, would have repreſicd all, and re- 
turned to his natural temper. Of the other Chriſtian Emperours 1 likewiſe 
diſcourſed, omitting, that I might inſert it in this place, how the great Hea- 
then Philoſopher Them:/t;us, in his Conſolar Oration, celebrated Jovranus for 
haying given that toleration in Chriſtien Religion, and thereby defeated the 
flattering Biſhops, which ſort of men; ſaith he wittily, do nor worſhip God, 
but the Imperial Purple. 

It was the ſame Themifttus, that only out of an upright natural apprehenſion 
of things, made that excellent Oration afterward to /alers, which is in Print, 
exhorting him to ceaſe Perſecution 5 wherein he chances upon, and improyes 
the ſame notion with Conſtantines, and tells him, That he ſhould not wonder at 


. the Diſſents in Cſtriſtian Religion, which were very ſmall if compared with the mul. 


rirude and crowd of Opinions among the Gentile Philoſophers, for there were at leaſt 
three hundred differences, and a wery great difſention among them there was about 
their re ſolutions, unto which each ſeveral Sett was as it were, neceſſarily bound up 
and obliged : And that G od ſeemed to intend more to illuſtrate his own glor by that 
diverſe and unequal variety of Opinions, to the end every each one nies therefore ſo 
much the more reverence his Divine Majeſty, becanſe it 15 not poſſible for any one ac=- 
exrately to know him. And this had a good effeCt upon Yalers, for the mitiga- 
ting in ſome meaſure his ſeverities againſt his fellow Chriſtians. So that af- 
ter having caſt about in this Summery again,( whereby it plainly appears, that 
according to natural right, and the apprehenſion of all ſober Heathen Gover- 
nours, Chriſtianity as a Religion, was wholly exempt from the Magiſtrates 
juriſdiction or Laws, farther than any particular perſon among them immo- 
rally tranſgreſſed, as others, the common rules of human ſociety )I cannot 
but return to the Queſtion with which I begun. What was the matter ? How 
came it about that Chriſtianity, which approved it ſelf under all Perſecutians 
to the Heathen Emperours, and merited their favour ſo far, till at laſt it re- 
gularly ſucceeded to theMonarchy,ſhould under thoſe of their own profeſſion, 
be more diſtreſſed ? But the Anſwer is now much ſhorter and certainer,and I 
will adventure boldly to ſay, the true and ſingle cauſe then was the Biſhops. 
And they were the cauſe againſt reaſon. For what power had the Emperours 
by growing Chriſtians, more than thoſe had before them ? None. What ob- 
ligation were Chriſtians SubjeCt under to the Magiſtrate more than before ? 
None. But the ar coma Chriſtian Authority was what the Apoſtle de- 
ſcrib'd it while Heathen; zot to be a terror to good works, but to evil, tnew 


Power had the Biſhops acquired, whereby they turned every Pontsficate into a 
Caiaphat ? None neither, 2 Cor. 10. 8, Had they been Apoſtles. The Lord 
bad but given them Authority for edification, not for deſtruttion. They, of all o- 
ther, ought to have Preached tothe Magiſtrate the terrible denunciations in 
Scripture againſt uſurping upon, and perſecuting of Chriſtians. They, of all 
. *thers, onght to haye laid before them the horrible Examples of God's ordi- 


aary | 
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nary, Juſtice againſt, thoſe that exerciſed Perſecution. But, provid.d they 
could be the Swear@rs of the Prince, to do all due Allegianceto the Church, 
and to preſerve the Rights and Liberties of the Church, however they came 
by them, they would give them as much ſcope as he pleaſed, ' in matter ot 
Chriſtianity,and would be the firſt to ſolicite him to break the Laws of Chr:/t, 
and ply him with hot places of Scripturezin order to all manner of Oppreſtion 
and Perſecution in Civils and Spiricuals, So that the whole buſineſs how this 
unchriſtian Tyranny came,and could entitle it ſelf among Chriſtians,againtt 
tac Chriſtian priviledges, was only the caſe in Zech. 13. 6.7. And one ſhall 
ſay unto him, What are theſe wounds in thy hands? Then he ſhall anſwer, thoſe 
with which I was wounded in the houſe of my Frizmnds, Becauſe they were all 
Chriſtians, they thought forſooth they might make the bolder with them, 
make bolder with Chrift, and wound him again in the hands and feet of his 
members. Becauſe they were Friends, they might uſe them more coarlly, 
and abuſe them againſt all common civility, in their own houſe, which is a 
Protection to Strangers. And all this to the end that a Biſhop might fit with 
the Prince in Jo, to conſult wiſely how to preſerve him from thoſe people 
that never meant him any harm, and to ſecure him from the Sedition and Re- 
bellion of men that ſeek, nor think any thing more, but to follow their own 
Religious Chriſtian Worſhip. It was indeed as ridiculous a thing tothe Pa- 
gans to ſee that work, as it was afterwards. in England to Strangers, where 
Papiſts and Proteſtants went both to wrack at the ſame inſtant, in the ſame 
Market; and when Eraſmus ſaid wittily, Quid agitur in Anglia? (Conſulitar, 
he might have added, though not ſo elegantly, Comburitar) de Religione, Be- 
cauſe they knew that Chriſtian Worſhip was free by Chriſts Inſtitution, they 
procured the Magiſtrate to make Laws in it concerning things neceſlary : As 
the Heathen Perſecutor Fl:a» introduced ſome bordering Pagan Ceremonies, 
and arguing with themſelves in the ſame manner, as he did, Sox, 1. 5. c. 16. 
That »f Chriſft:ans ſhould obey thoſe Laws, they ſhould be able to bring them about 
ro ſomething further, which they had deſigned. But if they would not, then they 
might proceed againſt them without any hope of pardon, as breakers of the Laws of 
the Empire, and repreſent them as turbulent and dangerous to the Government, In- 
deed, whatſoever the Animadverter faith of the Act of SeditiousConventicles 
here in England, as if it were AnvilPd after another of the Roman Senate; the 
Chriſtians of thoſe Ages had all the fineſt tools of Perſecution out of Fultar's 
Shop, and ſtudied him then as curiouſly as ſome do now Machiavel. Theſe 


- Biſhops it was, who, becauſe the Rule of Chriſt was incomparable with the 
| Power that they aſlumed, and the V ices they practiſed, had no way to render 


themſelves neceſſary or tolerable to Princes, but by making true Piety diili- 
cult, by Innovating Laws to revenge themſelves upon it,and by turning Make- 
bates between Prince and People, inſtilling dangers of which themſalves were 
the Authors. Hence it is, that having awakened this Jealouſie once in the 
Magiltrate,againſtReligion;they made both the Secular and the Eccleſiaſtical 
Government ſo unealie to him,that moltPrinces began to look upon their Sub- 
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jects as their Enemies, and to imagine a reaſon of State differcnt from the In- 
tereſt of their People; and therefore to weaken themſelves by ſcekiug unne- 
cellary and grievous ſupports totheir Authority, Whereas if men could have 
refrain'd this cunning, and from thence forcible governing of Chriſtianity, 
leaying It to its own ſimplicity and due liberty, but cauſing them in all other 
things to kcep th Kings and Chriſts peace among themſelves, and cowards 
others, all the ill that could have come of ir, would have been, that ſuch kind 
of Biſhops ſhould have prov*'d le(s implemental ; bur the good that muſt have 
thence riſen to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate and the Church, then and ever after, 
would have been inexprecſlible, 

But this diſcourle having run ina manner wholly upon the Impoſition of 
Creeds, may ſeem not to concera (and 1 deſire that it may not retlect upon) 
our Clergy,nor the Controverſies which have ſo'unhappily vex?d our Church 
ever lince the reign of Edward the Sixth unto this day. Only, if there might 
be ſomething pick'd out of it towards the Compromiſing of thoſe differences 
(which | have not from any performance of mine, the vanity to imagine) it 
may have uſeas an Argument, 4 Major: ad Menus, their diſputes having riſen 
only from that of Creeds,ours from the lmpoſition only of Ceremonies, which 
are of much iaferior conlideration. Faith b:ing neceſſary, but Ceremonies 
Diſpenſable. Unleis our Church ſhould lay the ſame weight upon them, as 
one did. T7 his 35 the time of her ſettiemert, that there is a Church at the end of eve- 
ry Mile, that the Soveraign Powers ſpread their wings to cover and protett her, 
that Kings and Queens are her Nurſing Fathers and Nurſing Mothers, that ſhe 
bath ſtately Cathedrals ;, there beſo many arguments now to make Ceremonies 
Necellary, which may all be anſwered with one Queſtion that they ule to asK 
Children : Where are you proud? But I ſhould rather hope from the Wiſdom 
and Chriſtianity of the preſent guides of our Church, that the; will (after an 
age and more, alter [o long a time almolt as thoſe Primitive Biſhops | have 
ſpoke of, yet ſuffered the Novarian Biſhops in every Dioceſs) have mercy on 
theNation that hath been upon ſofllender a matter as the Ceremontes and Li- 
tirgy ſo long, fo rmiſcrably haraſsd, That they will have mercy upon the 
King, whom they know againſt his natural inclination, his Royal Intention, 
his manyDeclarations, they have induced to more Severities then all the reigns 
ſincethe Conqueſt will contain, it ſumm'd up together; who may, as Cor- 


ftantine among his Private Devotions put up one ColleCt to the Biſhops, Euſeb. 


de vita Conft, 7.70, Date wgitur mi Dies tranquillos G Nottes curarum expertes, 
And it runs thus almoſt altogether verbatim in that Hiſtorian Grant, moft 
merciful Biſhop and Prieſt that I may have calm days, and nights free from care 
and moleſt ation, that I may live a peaceable life in all Godlinefs and Holineſs for the 
future by your good agreement; which unleſs you vouchſafe me, ] ſhall waſt away 
my Reign in perpetual f.dneſs and vexation. For as long as the People of God 


ſtands drvided by ſo unjuſt and pernicions a Contention, bow Can it be that I can nave 


any eaſe in my own Spirit, Open therefore by z0ur g00d agreement the way to me 
that 1 miy continue my Expedition towaras the Eaſt : and grant that 1 may ſee both 
you 
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you and all the reſt of my People, having laid aftde your animoſities, rejoycing toge- 
ther, that we may all with one voice give laud and glory, for the common and good 
aorcement and liberty, to God Almighty for ever, Amen. Bur if neither the Peo- 
ple nor his Majeſty enter into their conſideration. I hopeir is no unreaſona- 
ble requeſt that they will be merciful unto themſelves, and have ſome reve- 
rence at leaſt for the Naked Truth of Hiltory, which either, in their own times 
will meet with them, or in the next Age overtake them : That they, who are 
ſome of them ſo old, that as Conteſſors, they were the Scars of the former 
-troubles, others of them ſo young, that they are free from all the Motives of 
Revenge and hatred,ſhould yet joyn in reviving the former pcrſecutions-upon 
the ſame pretences; yea,even themſelves in a turbulent, military,and uncano- 
nical manner execute Laws of their own procuring, and depute their inferior 
Clergy to be the Informers.1 ſhould rather hope to ſee not only that Contro- 
verſie ſo ſcandalous aboliſhed, bur that alſo vpon ſo good an occaſjon as the 
Author of the Naked 1rath hath adminiſtred them, they will inſpe& their 
Clergy, and cauſe many things to be corrected, which are far more ruinous 
in the Conſequence than the diſpen ling with a Surplice. I ſhall] mention ſome 
too confuſedly, as they occur to my Pen,at preſent, reſerving much more for 
better leiſure. Methinks it might be of great edification,that thoſe of them, 
who have ample poſſeſſions,ſhould be in a good ſenſe, Multas ter opes inopes, 
Thar they would inſpect the Canons of the ancient Councils,where are many 
excellent ones for the regulation of the Clergy. 1 ſaw one, looking but among, 
thoſe of the ſame Council of NV:ce, againit any Bihops removing From a lets 
Biſhoprick to a greater,nor that any of the InferiorClergy ſhould leave aleſs 
living for a fatter. That is methinks the moſtNatural uſe of General,or any 
Councils to make Canons, as it were By-laws for the ordering. of their own 
Society;but they ought not to take out, much leſs forge any Patent to invace 
and prejudice the Community. It were good that the greater Church-men 
relyed more upon themſelves, and their own direction, not building too 
much upon Stripling Chaplains, that men may not ſuppoſe the Maſter (as one 
that has a good Horſe, or a fleet Hound) attributes to himlelf the vertues of 
his Creature, That they inſpect the Morals of the Clergy; the Moral Here- 
ticks do the Church more harm than ail the Non-conformilts can do, or can 
wiſh it. That before they admit men to ſubſcribe the Thirty-rine Articles 
for a Beneficexthey try whether they know the meaning. That they would 
much recommend to them the reading of the Bible. ?Tis a very 2nd Book, 
and if a man read it carefully, will make him much wiſer. That they would 
adviſe them to keep the Sabbath : If there were no Morality in the day, yet 
there is a great deal of Prudence in the obſerving it. That they world inttruct 
thoſe that come for Holy Orders andLivings,thar it is « terribleVocation they 
enter upon;but that has indeed the greateſt reward. That to gain a Soul is 
beyond all the acquilts of Trafhck,and ro Convert an Atheiſt,more glorious 
than all the Conquelts of the Souldier. That betaking themſelves to this 
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Spiritual \Vartarz,they ought to ditintangle from the World. That they do 
not 
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not ride for a Benefice, as if if were for a Fortune, or a Miſtreſs; but there 
is more in it. I hat they take the Miniſtry up not as a Trade, Thar they make 
them underſtand as well as they can, what isthe grace of God. That they do 
not come into the Pulpit too full of Fuſtian or Logick; a good life is a 
Clergy-many beſt Syllogiim, and the quainteſt Oratory; and till they ont- 
live *m, they will never get the better of the Fanaticks, nor be able to Preach 
with Demonſtration of Spirit, or with any effect or Authority. That they 
be lowly minded, and no Rallers. 

But theſe things require a greater Time, and to enumerate all that is a- 
miſs, might perhaps be as endleſs as to number the People; nor are they 
within the ordinary ſphere of my Capacity. 

But to the Judicious and Serious Reader, to whom I wiſhany thing I have 
ſaid, may have given no unwelcome entertainment; I ſhall only fo far juſtifie 
my ſelf, that I thought it no leſs concerned me to vindicate the Laity from the 
[mpoſitions that the Few would force upon them,than others to defend thoſe 
[mpoſitions on behalf of the Clergy. But the Reverend Mr. Hooker in his 
Eccleſraftical Polity, ſays, T he time will come when three words, uttered with Cha- 
rity and Meekpeſs, ſhall receive a far more bleſſed reward, than three thouſand Yo- 
lumes written with diſdainful ſharpneſs of Wit, And I ſhall conclude. 

I truſt in the Almighty, that with us, Contentions are now at the higheſt float, and 
that the day will come ( for what cauſe 15 there of wo. wr when the Paſſions of for- 
mer enmity being allaid, men ſhall with ten times redoubled tokens of unfainedly re- 
onciled / <a ſhew themſelves each to other the ſame which Joſeph, and the Bre- 
thren of Joſeph were at the time of their Enterview in Egypt. Andupon this con- 
dition, tet my Book alſo (yea, my ſelf if it were needful) be burnt by the hand of 


thoſe Enemies to the Peace and Tranquility of the Religion of England. 
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